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Introduction
The Question of Life

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

John chapter 1, verse 4.

Life is one of the most familiar words in Scripture, yet it is also 
one of the easiest to read past without asking what the Bible 
means by it. We speak about our life, the good life, eternal life, 
and life after death. We use the same word for the beating heart 
of an animal, the years a person spends on earth, and the deepest 
gift Jesus says He came to give.

The Bible begins with life in its most basic sense. God speaks, 
creation responds, and living creatures begin Flling the waters, 
the sky, and the land. Aish swim, birds -y, animals move across 
the earth, and every one of them possesses real, physical life 
because God has given it.

Then Genesis turns toward humanity. The Lord forms the man 
from the dust of the ground and breathes into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and Edam becomes a living creature. Like the anU
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imals around him, his physical life is received from the xreator, 
yet humanity is given a uni'ue place because men and women 
are made in the image of God and created to live in relationship 
with Him.

Arom the beginning, human life is therefore more than biologU
ical eOistence without becoming less than physical life. Edam 
and &ve are given bodies, food, work, relationship, responsiU
bility, and a place within GodPs creation. Ell of those gifts are 
ordered around the presence of the God who gave them life in 
the Frst place.

The tree of life stands in the garden as part of that created order. 
Its presence reminds us that life remains a gift connected to 
the Nne who gives it. Human beings are alive, but they are 
never meant to become independent sources of life, meaning, 
or wisdom for themselves.

Then sin entered the story.

Edam and &ve continued breathing after they disobeyed God, 
but something fundamental changed. Shame entered their relaU
tionship with one another, fear entered their relationship with 
God, the ground became diRcult, and death entered the huU
man story. They remained physically alive, yet the life they were 
created to know with God had been fractured.

This distinction becomes increasingly important throughout 
Scripture. Dhysical life remains precious, but the Bible begins 
showing that human eOistence was created for more than simply 
continuing to breathe. Humanity was made to live before God, 
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receive from Him, trust His wisdom, and know Him as the 
source of life.

Es the biblical story unfolds, the language of life begins carU
rying greater theological weight. Life becomes connected with 
covenant faithfulness, wisdom, righteousness, Yoy, and the presU
ence of God. :oses makes this especially clear as Israel prepares 
to enter the land God promised.

“Aor he is your life.”

Meuteronomy chapter 06, verse q6.

:oses places life and death before Israel and calls the people 
to love the Lord, obey His voice, and hold fast to Him. In its 
immediate setting, this is covenant language spoken to GodPs 
people as they prepare to live in the land. zet it also reveals a 
truth Scripture will continue developing5 the gifts of God were 
never meant to replace God Himself because He is the Nne 
from whom life comes.

The Dsalms take this understanding deeper. Mavid says, “zou 
make known to me the path of life,” and connects that path 
with the presence of God, where there is fullness of Yoy. Dsalm 
07 describes God as the fountain of life, giving us a picture of 
life continually -owing from its source.

The wisdom writings speak in similar ways. Droverbs connects 
wisdom, righteousness, correction, and the fear of the Lord 
with life. The person who receives GodPs wisdom is learning 
how life was meant to be lived within the world God created.
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3one of this means the Nld Testament promises faithful people 
an easy or painless eOistence. Its stories are Flled with grief, 
inYustice, waiting, failure, loss, and su;ering. The deeper truth is 
that life is found in God even when circumstances are diRcult.

IsraelPs story also eOposes a problem. God can give His people 
commands, teach them His ways, rescue them from enemies, 
send prophets, and call them back when they wander, yet their 
hearts repeatedly turn away. They look for security in other 
nations, satisfaction in other gods, and life in places that can 
never become its source.

Jeremiah describes God as “the fountain of living waters” and 
accuses the people of leaving Him for broken cisterns that can 
hold no water. Their failure is deeper than rule breaking because 
they have turned from the Nne who alone can sustain them. 
The prophets begin pointing toward a work of God that will 
reach beneath outward behavior and address the heart itself.

Jeremiah speaks of a coming covenant in which GodPs law will 
be written on the hearts of His people. &8ekiel speaks of a 
new heart and a new spirit, then records GodPs promise, “I will 
put my Spirit within you.” HumanityPs deepest need cannot 
be answered by another command from the outside because 
something must happen within.

The God who gave physical life at creation is promising renewal 
that human e;ort cannot accomplish. He will forgive, restore, 
transform, and bring His people into a new covenant relationU
ship with Himself. The biblical story is moving toward a deeper 
revelation of life.
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Then Jesus came.

John begins his Gospel with words that deliberately take us 
back to Genesis5 “In the beginning was the Word.” He tells us 
that the Word was with God and was God, and that everything 
made came into eOistence through Him. Then John makes a 
declaration that brings the biblical story of life into focus.

“In him was life.”

The Nne through whom creation received life has entered the 
world He created. John returns to this theme again and again, 
showing Jesus speaking about living water, the bread of life, 
abundant life, resurrection life, eternal life, and the Spirit who 
gives life. What Scripture has been revealing about life begins 
gathering around the Derson of Jesus.

Jesus does not merely possess information about life or point 
toward a path that eOists apart from Him. He says that the 
Aather has life in Himself and has granted the Son also to have 
life in Himself. He calls Himself the bread of life and tells His 
listeners that those who come to Him will receive what the 
deepest human hunger cannot Fnd anywhere else.

Then, in the same Gospel, Jesus says, “It is the Spirit who gives 
life.” The 3ew Testament brings Aather, Son, and Spirit into 
the revelation of divine life. The Aather is the source, life is 
revealed and given in the Son, and the Holy Spirit gives life to 
GodPs people.
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This reaches one of its clearest moments outside the tomb of 
La8arus. :artha is grieving the death of her brother and believes 
in a future resurrection on the last day. Jesus does not correct 
that hope, but He draws her attention from an event she eOpects 
someday to the Derson standing in front of her.

“I am the resurrection and the life.”

John chapter 11, verse q9.

E few chapters later, on the night before the cross, Jesus tells His 
disciples, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” &verything 
Scripture has been revealing about life is coming into focus. 
The God who gives life has come near in xhrist, and the life 
humanity needs cannot be separated from Him.

This changes the way we understand eternal life. We often hear 
those words and think Frst about what happens after death, 
and Scripture certainly gives us the hope of resurrection and 
everlasting life with God. zet Jesus also speaks of eternal life as a 
reality that begins in relationship with God now.

“End this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus xhrist whom you have sent.”

John chapter 1E, verse 0.

&ternal life is relational without being merely inward or symU
bolic. It is knowing the Aather through the Son now while lookU
ing toward the future resurrection of the body and the renewal 
of creation. The life Jesus gives begins in the present and reaches 
its fullness in the age to come.
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John makes the present reality e'ually clear in his Frst letter 
when he writes, “Whoever has the Son has lifeF whoever does 
not have the Son of God does not have life.” E person can 
therefore possess physical life while still needing the life found 
in xhrist. The distinction that began to emerge after the fall 
becomes clear in the gospel.

Jesus came to deal with the reason that relationship had been 
broken. Sin is real, and forgiveness is essential. The cross stands 
at the center of the xhristian faith because we cannot reconcile 
ourselves to God, so Jesus gives Himself for us, bears our sin, 
and opens the way back to the Aather.

Then He rose.

The resurrection is not simply the ending of the cruciFOion 
story. It is the victory of Life over death. The Nne who called 
La8arus from a grave enters death Himself and comes out alive, 
never to die again.

The gospel therefore does not leave us at the cross with forU
giveness and a command to try harder. Through xhrist we are 
reconciled to God, brought into His family, and made new. Daul 
describes this new reality by saying, “If anyone is in xhrist, he is 
a new creation.”

That new life is not simply a new set of religious eOpectations. 
God brings us into relationship with Himself through xhrist, 
and the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within those who belong 
to Him. jomans chapter G speaks of “the Spirit of life” and 
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connects the Spirit who dwells in believers with the God who 
raised Jesus from the dead.

The promise of the prophets is moving toward fulFllment. God 
does not remain distant while giving His people instructions for 
spiritual life. Through the Holy Spirit, He dwells within His 
people and begins forming the life of xhrist in them.

This is why Daul can write, “It is no longer I who live, but xhrist 
who lives in me,” and elsewhere speak of “xhrist, who is your 
life.” These statements do not erase the believerPs personality, 
responsibility, choices, or obedience. They reveal that the source 
and center of the xhristian life have changed.

We no longer have to manufacture spiritual life from our own 
strength. We receive life from xhrist and learn to live from 
what He supplies. Jesus describes this relationship through the 
picture of a vine and its branches.

“Ebide in me, and I in you.”

John chapter 19, verse 4.

E branch has no independent source of life. It bears fruit by 
remaining connected to the vine and receiving what it cannot 
produce for itself. In the same way, disciples remain in xhrist, 
receive from Him, respond to Him, and allow His life to proU
duce fruit over time.

This does not make obedience unnecessary. The xhristian life 
includes repentance, prayer, Scripture, service, surrender, disciU
pline, and faithfulness. zet none of those practices can substiU
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tute for relationship with Jesus because spiritual activity cannot 
create the life only xhrist can give.

The life of xhrist also begins changing what satisFes us. Jesus 
speaks of living water to a Samaritan woman, bread of life to a 
hungry crowd, and abundant life to those who hear the voice of 
the Good Shepherd. Egain and again, He directs human hunger 
toward Himself.

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

John chapter 16, verse 16.

Ebundant life is not a promise of constant comfort, wealth, 
health, or success. The Nne who speaks those words also says 
that the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. The 
abundance is found in knowing Him, belonging to Him, reU
ceiving His Spirit, and living within the life He gives.

This changes ordinary life. Work, relationships, possessions, 
health, achievement, pleasure, and recognition can all be reU
ceived as gifts without being asked to become our source. The 
more deeply we know xhrist, the more clearly we learn that 
created things cannot carry the weight of becoming our life.

His presence also changes the way we understand rest and Yoy. 
Jesus tells the weary to come to Him, while Dsalm 17 connects 
the path of life with fullness of Yoy in GodPs presence. jest is not 
escape from responsibility, and Yoy does not depend on every 
circumstance becoming easy.
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We learn to carry our responsibilities with Jesus rather than 
apart from Him. Nur deepest satisfaction is no longer deterU
mined by whether life unfolds according to our plans. The presU
ence of God becomes the place from which life is lived.

This life also moves outward. The SpiritUFlled church in Ects 
worships, learns, shares meals, cares for people in need, endures 
su;ering, proclaims the gospel, and carries the witness of Jesus 
into the world. Life in xhrist is deeply personal, but Scripture 
never allows it to remain private.

End the life we receive now is not yet complete. Nur bodies 
remain mortal, su;ering remains real, creation still groans, and 
death continues to touch every family. The 3ew Testament 
therefore keeps directing our hope toward resurrection.

The Fnal chapters of Scripture return us to the imagery of the 
beginning. The tree of life appears again, the river of the water 
of life -ows from the throne of God and of the Lamb, the 
curse is removed, and GodPs people see His face. Meath is no 
more because the life begun in xhrist has reached its promised 
fullness.

The biblical story of life has come full circle. Life begins as 
GodPs gift, sin brings death, God calls His people toward life, 
the prophets promise renewal, Jesus comes as Life, the Spirit 
gives life, and resurrection brings that life to completion. Arom 
Genesis to jevelation, life is received from God and Fnally 
understood in relationship with Him.
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This book follows that story. We will begin with the God who 
gives life, see what happened when humanity turned from Him, 
and follow the language of life through covenant, wisdom, the 
Dsalms, and the prophets. Then we will come to Jesus and listen 
as He speaks of living water, the bread of life, abundant life, 
resurrection life, and eternal life.

We will stand near the cross and look toward the empty tomb. 
We will consider what it means to be made alive in xhrist, to 
abide in Him, to walk by the Spirit, to live from His life, and 
to share that life with His people. Ainally, we will look toward 
resurrection, when the life Jesus gives now reaches the fullness 
God has promised.

The 'uestion before us is therefore larger than whether we are 
alive. It is whether we have found the source of life and whether 
we are learning to receive our life from Him. Scripture leads us 
again and again to Jesus because in Him life is no longer merely 
deFned.

It is given.



Chapter One

The God Who Gives 
Life

The Bible begins with a world coming alive. Genesis opens 
with darkness over the deep and the earth still waiting to be 
,lled. Then God speaksy and light appearsy waters separatey 
dru groCnd emergesy vegetation growsy and the heavens begin 
marking daus and seasons. freation is not alive becaCse it IoCnd 
liIe within itselI. “t responds to the voice oI the freator.

Then the waters begin to move with liIe. God sausy L-et the wa”
ters swarm with swarms oI living creatCresy1 and soon the seasy 
skiesy and land are ,lled with creatCres that breathey movey eaty 
and reprodCce. Genesis chapter 2y verse 0’ gives Cs the Biblexs 
,rst eSplicit description oI living creatCres. BeIore HcriptCre tells 
Cs aboCt hCman liIey it shows Cs that phusical liIe itselI is part oI 
Godxs good creation.

Their liIe is phusical and real. “t is also received. “t is a giIt beIore 
it is anuthing else.
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qothing in creation gives itselI liIe. The creatCres do not create 
the waters that sCstain themy the Iood that noCrishes themy or 
the world in which theu live. Theu live becaCse God has spoken 
and becaCse the world Ee made continCes to provide what liIe 
reRCires.

God is its soCrce.

That is the ,rst IoCndation HcriptCre gives Cs Ior Cnderstanding 
liIe. Ve can sometimes speak aboCt phusical liIe as thoCgh it 
were onlu a container Ior more important spiritCal thingsy bCt 
Genesis does not speak that wau. God creates a phusical world 
,lled with soily watery plantsy animalsy bodiesy Ioody worky and 
resty and Ee repeatedlu calls what Ee has made good.

Then Genesis tCrns toward hCmanitu. The creation oI the man 
is described with a closeness that slows the storu down. God 
Iorms him Irom the dCst oI the groCnd and breathes into his 
nostrils the breath oI liIe. Vhat had been dCst becomes a living 
creatCre becaCse God gives what the man coCld never give him”
selI.

LThen the -D7W God Iormed the man oI dCst Irom the 
groCnd and breathed into his nostrils the breath oI liIey and the 
man became a living creatCre.1

Genesis chapter 0y verse A.

The langCage is important. Genesis does not sau Jdam pro”
dCced liIe Irom somewhere within himselIy nor does the verse 
describe the new covenant indwelling oI the Eolu Hpirit that 



UOH&H 4 -“3O2M

HcriptCre will reveal later. God Iorms the many gives him the 
breath oI liIey and Jdam becomes alive.

Jdam receives liIe. That is where everu hCman storu begins. 
qone oI Cs chose to eSisty created the bodu we enteredy or 
prodCced the ,rst breath that ,lled oCr lCngs. BeIore we ac”
complished anuthingy Cnderstood anuthingy earned anuthingy 
or proved anuthingy liIe was given.

Ve receive beIore we achieve.

That order is easu to Iorget. 5ost mornings we wake Cp and 
move RCicklu toward what needs to be done. There are people 
to care Iory decisions to makey work to completey problems to 
solvey and plans that alreadu reach beuond todau. Ve can be”
come so accCstomed to being alive that another dau begins to 
Ieel like something we natCrallu possess.

Then something interrCpts that assCmption. J diagnosis can 
change the wau a person thinks aboCt time. Jn accident can 
reveal how RCicklu an ordinaru dau can become Cncertainy while 
the death oI someone we love or the slow changes oI aging can 
remind Cs that oCr bodies have limits.

HcriptCre does not point to those limits so that we will live 
aIraid. “t teaches Cs to remember who gives liIe. Ve are respon”
sible Ior how we livey bCt we are not responsible Ior holding liIe 
itselI together. Uames warns against speaking aboCt tomorrow 
as thoCgh it belongs to Cs and instead teaches Cs to sauy L“I the 
-ord willsy we will live and do this or that1 in Uames chapter My 
verse 2P.
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ECman liIe remains dependent liIe. 9salm 2’M looks across cre”
ation and sees animals searching Ior Ioody birds nesting in treesy 
and the earth prodCcing what living things need. The psalmist 
does not see a world God started and then abandoned. Ee sees 
creation continCallu dependent Cpon the Dne who made it.

LVhen uoC take awau their breathy theu die and retCrn to their 
dCst.1

9salm chapter 2’My verse 06.

-iIe comes Irom God and remains beneath Eis sCstaining care. 
Ve need Iood we did not Cltimatelu createy water we did not 
inventy air we cannot store Iorevery and sleep we cannot per”
manentlu avoid. Oven oCr bodies RCietlu remind Cs that we are 
not selI”sCstaining as oCr lCngs continCe working while oCr 
attention is somewhere else.

Wependence is not a ;aw in creation. God gave hCman be”
ings limits beIore sin entered the storu. Jdam needed Ioody 
lived in a particClar placey received work to doy and was given 
a boCndaru to honor. Ee needed God when creation was still 
goody which means dependence is not merelu a conseRCence oI 
hCman weakness aIter the Iall. “t belongs to what it means to be 
a creatCre.

That can be di'cClt to receive becaCse we oIten admire selI”sCI”
,ciencu. 7esponsibilitu is goody and HcriptCre calls Cs to work 
IaithIClluy grow in wisdomy and care well Ior what has been 
entrCsted to Cs. BCt responsibilitu becomes distorted when it 
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convinces Cs that needing God or other people is a sign oI 
IailCre.

Ve were created to receive liIe Irom Gody live within Eis wis”
domy and depend Cpon Eis provision. The problem begins 
when dependence Ieels Cnacceptable and we start truing to be”
come oCr own soCrce. BeIore Genesis shows Cs that rebelliony 
howevery it shows Cs what gives hCman liIe its CniRCe dignitu.

LHo God created man in his own imagey in the image oI God he 
created himY male and Iemale he created them.1

Genesis chapter 2y verse 0A.

ECman beings share embodied creatCrelu liIe with the rest oI 
the living worldy bCt hCmanitu is given a distinctive place with”
in creation. 5en and women are made in the image oI God 
and entrCsted with responsibilitu in Eis world. ECman worth 
thereIore begins with the freator rather than with CseIClnessy 
independencey intelligencey in;Cencey or achievement.

J child does not have to become prodCctive beIore liIe has 
valCe. Jn elderlu person does not lose dignitu when strength 
Iadesy and a person living with disabilitu does not become less 
hCman becaCse care or sCpport is needed. Overu hCman liIe 
bears a dignitu that eSisted beIore anuone Iormed an opinion 
aboCt its CseIClness.

UesCs woCld later make that dignitu visible in the wau Ee moved 
toward people. Ee welcomed children when Eis disciples treat”
ed them as interrCptionsy toCched people whose sickness had 
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pCshed them to the edges oI commCnituy and saw people oth”
ers had redCced to labelsy IailCresy illnessesy or repCtations. Eis 
compassion re;ects the heart oI the freator.

The image oI God also gives hCman liIe pCrpose. God tells 
hCmanitu to be IrCitICly ,ll the earthy and eSercise stewardship 
within creation. Genesis chapter 0y verse 2P saus that Jdam was 
placed in the garden Lto work it and keep ity1 which means 
meaningICl worky cCltivationy creativituy and responsibilitu are 
present beIore sin enters the storu.

Vork itselI is not the cCrse. Hin will make work painICl and 
IrCstratingy bCt work was alreadu part oI Godjs good creation. 
ECman beings were made to participate in the care oI what God 
had made and to Cse what Ee entrCsted to them IaithICllu.

That gives dignitu to ordinaru work. 7aising childreny tending 
landy repairing eRCipmenty teaching stCdentsy bCilding some”
thing CseICly serving cCstomersy managing resoCrcesy caring Ior 
a homey leading peopley creatingy cleaningy or sitting beside 
someone who is sick can all become places oI IaithICl steward”
ship. God is not present onlu in work that carries a religioCs title.

BCt work cannot become oCr liIe. Jdam bore Godjs image 
beIore he tended the gardeny and his liIe alreadu had meaning 
beIore he completed a task. Ve reverse that order when pro”
dCctivitu becomes prooI oI worthy sCccess becomes identituy or 
progress becomes the measCre bu which we decide whether a 
dau was valCable.

-iIe matters becaCse God gives it.
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ECman liIe was also created Ior relationship. JIter Jdam is 
placed in the gardeny God saus that it is not good Ior the man to 
be alone. God creates the womany marriage is establishedy and 
hCman commCnitu begins to take shape.

Ve were created to know and be knowny to give and receivey 
and to share liIe with other people. 7elationships can become 
some oI the most beaCtiICl parts oI liIey and becaCse love creates 
vClnerabilituy theu can also become some oI the most painICl. 
:et HcriptCre never presents independence Irom people as the 
,nal pictCre oI matCritu.

That pattern continCes throCgh the biblical storu. God Iorms 
Iamiliesy tribesy a covenant peopley and eventCallu the fhCrch. 
UesCs gathers disciples and teaches them to love one anothery 
and the Eolu Hpirit Iorms believers into one bodu rather than 
a collection oI disconnected individCals.

-iIe with God inclCdes liIe with others.

Beneath worky relationshipy pCrposey and phusical eSistence is 
the realitu that holds them all together. ECman beings were 
created to live beIore God. Jdam and Ove do not receive a world 
Irom God and then continCe as thoCgh Ee is Cnnecessaru. Ee 
speaks to themy provides Ior themy gives directiony entrCsts re”
sponsibilituy and sets boCndaries Ior their good.

Their whole liIe CnIolds beIore Eim. Bodies matter becaCse 
God made them. Vork matters becaCse God gave ity and rela”
tionships matter becaCse people were created Ior one another. 
:et none oI these giIts can ,nallu be separated Irom the Giver.
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God is not one part oI a ICll liIe. Ee is the soCrce Irom whom the 
whole liIe comes. Overuthing else ,nds its proper place beneath 
that trCth.

The tree oI liIe stands in the garden as part oI this pictCre. 
Genesis does not eSplain everuthing aboCt the tree when it ,rst 
appearsy so we shoCld not ask it to carru more meaning than 
the teSt gives. Htilly its place in the garden and its retCrn in 
7evelation show that liIe remains Cnder Godjs provision and 
that the biblical storu will ,nallu end with liIe restored in Eis 
presence.

qear the end oI 7evelationy the tree oI liIe appears again within 
the renewed creation. The cCrse is goney Godjs people see Eis 
Iacey and death has been removed. The Bible begins with liIe 
received Irom God and ends with Eis people living in a world 
where death will no longer take it awau.

That gives Cs a Iramework Ior everuthing between Genesis and 
7evelation. Godjs pCrpose has never been to teach hCman be”
ings how to become independent enoCgh to live sCccessICllu 
withoCt Eim. -iIe is received Irom God at creation and ,nds 
its ,nal ICllness in Eis presence.

This changes the wau we hold the giIts Ee gives. Vork can be 
meaningICl withoCt becoming oCr identituy relationships can 
be cherished withoCt asking another person to become oCr 
soCrcey and health can be cared Ior withoCt pretending a strong 
bodu can protect Cs Irom everu ICtCre loss. 5oneu can providey 
achievement can be enFouedy and creation can be received with 
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gratitCde withoCt anu oI those things being asked to become 
God Ior Cs.

freated things remain good when theu remain created things. J 
liIe that remembers its soCrce can hold them with open hands. 
Ve can plan with hCmilituy work IaithIClluy love deepluy care Ior 
oCr bodiesy develop oCr giItsy protect what is vClnerabley and 
Cse oCr daus wiselu. GratitCde grows becaCse we know none 
oI those responsibilities created the liIe throCgh which theu are 
possible.

Ve are stewards oI a liIe we received. That trCth can change the 
beginning oI an ordinaru dau. BeIore the schedCle takes overy 
beIore the phone demands attentiony and beIore Cn,nished 
work begins speaking loCdluy something more basic has alreadu 
happened. Ve have opened oCr eues and received another dau 
we coCld not gCarantee the night beIore.

The breath in oCr lCngs is not prooI that we control what comes 
neSt. “t is an invitation to receive todau Irom the Dne who gives 
liIe. God providedy hCmanitu receivedy and liIe was meant to be 
lived within the goodness oI trCsting Eim.

Then another voice entered the garden.

The serpent did not begin bu taking Jdam and Ovejs breath 
awau. Ee began bu RCestioning whether liIe received Irom God 
was reallu enoCgh. Ee sCggested that the freator was withhold”
ing something good and that hCmanitu coCld reach beuond the 
boCndaru God had given.
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The temptation reached deeper than the IrCit. “t raised a RCes”
tion aboCt whether God coCld be trCsted and whether hCman”
itu woCld continCe receiving wisdom Irom Eis hands or seiGe 
the aCthoritu to de,ne good and evil Ior itselI. The people made 
in Godjs image reached Ior liIe on their own terms.

Theu chose another wau. Their hearts continCed beating and 
their lCngs continCed breathingy bCt death entered the storu. 
The opening chapters oI Genesis thereIore leave Cs with both 
a giIt and a warningH liIe comes Irom Gody and hCmanitu was 
created to receive that liIe within relationship with Eim. To 
Cnderstand whu UesCs woCld one dau sau that Ee came so that 
we Lmau have liIey1 we ,rst have to Cnderstand what happened 
when hCmanitu tCrned Irom the God who gives it.

That is where the storu leads neSt.



Chapter Two

When Life Was 
Broken

The garden was full of life. Adam and Eve had received a world 
they did not create, bodies they did not give themselves, mean-
ingful work, relationship without shame, and the presence of 
the God who had given it all. Their life was received from Him 
and ordered around trust in Him.

God also gave them a boundary. “You may surely eat of every 
tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat.” Genesis chapter 2, verses 16 and 17. The 
command stood inside a garden over'owing with provision, 
so the boundary was not evidence of GodIs stinginess. Ot gave 
humanity a place to trust that the Wne who gave life also knew 
how life was meant to be lived.

God warned that eating from the tree would bring death. That 
warning can seem diNcult at Lrst because Adam and Eve did 
not immediately stop breathing when they ate. Their physical 
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lives continued, yet Genesis shows that death entered their story 
that day and began working through everything sin touched.

The Sew Testament gives us language for the depth of that 
rupture. qaul describes people apart from Dhrist as “dead in the 
trespasses and sins” in Ephesians chapter 2, verse 1. Kpiritual 
death does not mean people cease to e?ist, stop bearing GodIs 
image, or become incapable of every good human action. Ot 
describes humanity alienated from God, under the power of sin, 
and unable to restore the life with Him that was broken.

The serpent Lrst attacked trust. He did not begin by denying 
that God e?isted. He Juestioned GodIs word and then suggest-
ed that the Dreator was withholding something good from the 
people He had made.

“Uid God actually say&”

Genesis chapter x, verse 1.

The Juestion reached beneath the command to the character of 
God. Fould Adam and Eve continue receiving wisdom from 
the Wne who had given them life, or would they decide that 
GodIs wisdom was no longer enough& The temptation was not 
merely about eating forbidden fruit. Ot was an invitation to 
reach for life on their own terms.

They chose another way. Genesis says the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, a delight to the eyes, and desirable for 
gaining wisdom. Khe ate and gave some to Adam, who ate with 
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her. The serpent had promised opened eyes, and their eyes were 
opened, but the Lrst thing they recogni:ed was their nakedness.

Khame entered where openness had been. 3efore sin, the man 
and woman were naked and unashamed, fully e?posed to one 
another without fear. After sin, they sewed Lg leaves together 
and covered themselves.

The Lrst movement of broken life was hiding, and we recogni:e 
it because it has never disappeared. Fe hide obvious sin, but we 
can also hide weakness, insecurity, fear, loneliness, disappoint-
ment, and the parts of ourselves we believe could make others 
re9ect us. Achievement, humor, anger, control, busyness, suc-
cess, isolation, and even religious activity can become coverings 
that help us manage what we do not want others to see.

Then Adam and Eve heard the Bord in the garden and hid 
among the trees. The people created to live openly before God 
now withdrew from His presence. Fhen God called, “Fhere 
are you&” He was not asking because Adam had become impos-
sible to locate. The Juestion e?posed what sin had done to the 
relationship.

Adam answered that he was afraid, so he hid. Rear had entered a 
relationship created for trust. The person who had received life 
from GodIs hands was now trying to conceal himself from the 
Wne who gave it.

Kin does not make human beings cease to bear GodIs image, 
and it does not mean God stops sustaining their physical lives. 
Ot does mean humanity is now alienated from God and unable 
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to restore that relationship by its own e8ort. Fhat was created 
for communion with Him has become disordered by rebellion 
against Him.

The fracture Juickly moved outward. Fhen God asked Adam 
whether he had eaten from the tree, Adam pointed toward Eve 
and said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit of the tree, and O ate.” His answer shifted attention 
toward the woman and, beneath that, toward the God who had 
given her to him. Eve then pointed toward the serpent.

Pesponsibility began moving away from the self. Fe still know 
how natural that movement can feel. Dircumstances, upbring-
ing, pressure, e?haustion, temptation, another personIs behav-
ior, or genuine unfairness may all help e?plain a situation, but 
e?planation can become a way of refusing to own what is ours.

3roken life becomes defensive life. Fe protect ourselves, 9ustify 
ourselves, compare ourselves with someone worse, or reshape 
the story until our own choices seem unavoidable. Donfession 
becomes diNcult because confession reJuires us to step out 
from behind the covering and tell the truth.

The conseJuences of the fall then reach into the good things 
God had already given. Pelationships will now be marked by 
pain and con'ict. The ground Adam was created to cultivate 
will resist him, and work will include sweat, frustration, and 
thorns.

Dreation remains GodIs creation, but it is no longer untouched 
by human rebellion. 3eauty and brokenness now share the same 
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landscape. The soil gives food and thorns, relationships hold 
love and pain, and bodies e?perience strength while moving 
toward weakness.

This is important because the fall does not teach us to despise 
the created world. 3odies are still GodIs handiwork, work still 
carries purpose, marriage and friendship remain gifts, and cre-
ation still displays His goodness. Kin does not create a second 
world that belongs to someone else. Ot corrupts and disorders 
the good world God made, which is why redemption will ulti-
mately involve restoration rather than escape from creation.

Then God speaks words that take Adam back to where his body 
began; “Ror you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Genesis 
chapter x, verse 1V. The man formed from the ground will one 
day return to it.

Ueath had entered the human story. qaul later looks back to 
Adam when e?plaining the reach of sin and death. “Kin came 
into the world through one man, and death through sin,” he 
writes in Pomans chapter M, verse 12. Fhatever else Kcripture 
will teach us about personal responsibility and 9udgment, the 
biblical story is clear that humanity now lives under the reign of 
sin and death in a way creation did not at the beginning.

Every generation knows that reality. Dhildren grow, bodies ma-
ture, strength eventually fades, and every human life moves 
toward a boundary none of us can remove by our own power. 
0edicine can treat disease, wise choices can protect health, and 
human knowledge can e?tend life, but none of those things can 
Lnally conJuer death.
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Fe can delay death, but we cannot defeat it.

This helps e?plain why human beings struggle so deeply with 
the limits of life. Fe preserve memories, pass names to children, 
build businesses, create art, write books, take photographs, tell 
stories, and leave things behind. 0uch of that is good because 
remembering a life honors the gift God gave, yet beneath some 
of our striving is the fear that everything we are building will 
one day pass from our hands.

Ecclesiastes gives voice to that tension. A person can work, 
build, gather, en9oy, and accomplish, yet death places a bound-
ary around every earthly achievement. The wise and the foolish 
both die, and what someone spends a lifetime building must 
eventually be left to others.

Genesis shows another kind of loss before Adam ever returns to 
the dust. Adam and Eve are sent out of the garden, and access 
to the tree of life is guarded. Humanity now lives east of Eden, 
outside the place where life with God had been en9oyed without 
shame.

That movement becomes important throughout Kcripture. Kin 
brings e?ile from the garden, and the rest of the biblical story 
increasingly shows God moving toward people who cannot re-
pair the distance on their own. The God from whom humanity 
hides is already the God who comes looking.

The damage also spreads through human relationships. Genesis 
chapter 5 introduces Dain and Abel, and God warns Dain when 
anger begins taking hold of him; “Kin is crouching at the door. 
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Ots desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” Dain 
refuses the warning and kills his brother.

Wnly one generation has passed since the garden, and death has 
moved from 9udgment to violence. Adam and Eve hid from 
GodH their son destroys his brother. The rebellion that ruptured 
fellowship with God is now tearing through human communi-
ty.

Fhen God asks Dain, “Fhere is Abel your brother&” Dain 
answers, “O do not knowH am O my brotherIs keeper&” Gene-
sis chapter 5, verse V. The Juestion reveals how far humanity 
has moved from the shared life for which people were created. 
Another personIs life can now be ignored, used, wounded, or 
destroyed.

Kin is never only private. Ot reaches marriages, families, friend-
ships, workplaces, churches, communities, and nations. qride 
divides, greed e?ploits, lust uses, bitterness keeps wounds alive, 
and fear can teach us to protect ourselves at another personIs 
e?pense. Human beings still bear GodIs image, yet image bearers 
now sin against God and against one another.

Genesis continues showing the spread. Iiolence grows, human 
pride increases, and by chapter 11 people gather to build a city 
and tower so that they can make a name for themselves and 
avoid being scattered. Humanity had already received identity 
and calling from God, yet once again people try to secure iden-
tity and future on their own terms.



FHES BORE FAK 3PWCES 2V

The form changes, but the movement from Eden remains fa-
miliar. Fe receive gifts from God and then ask them to do what 
only God can do. Fork becomes a way to manufacture worth, 
relationships become a way to secure identity, possessions be-
come a way to control the future, and achievement becomes a 
way to make a name that feels permanent.

This is one reason sin is deeper than a collection of bad deci-
sions. Kin disorders our loves, loyalties, desires, and relation-
ships. Good things can become ruling things when we ask them 
to give us identity, security, meaning, or satisfaction apart from 
God.

The problem remains the same; humanity has turned from the 
source. This does not mean every su8ering person is e?perienc-
ing a direct conseJuence of some speciLc personal sin. Kcripture 
itself re9ects that kind of simple eJuation. Fe live in a world 
broadly damaged by sin and death, and sometimes su8ering 
comes through another personIs choices, through the weakness 
of our mortal bodies, or through circumstances we did not 
choose.

Ktill, Kcripture does not allow us to place all brokenness outside 
ourselves. Fe also sin. Fe choose what God forbids, fail to do 
what love reJuires, protect pride, feed desires that distort us, and 
sometimes know the good while choosing another path.

The problem reaches the heart. That is why humanity needs 
more than better circumstances, stronger habits, or greater in-
formation. Those things can help in meaningful ways, but they 
cannot reconcile us to God or defeat the death that entered the 



4EKzK j BORExJ

story. Fe need forgiveness, restored relationship, freedom from 
sinIs rule, and ultimately resurrection.

Fe need life restored.

Yet Genesis does not leave humanity alone with 9udgment. God 
comes into the garden and calls to the people who are hiding. 
He clothes Adam and Eve, and in His words to the serpent there 
is a Lrst glimpse that evil will not have the Lnal victory.

God says that the o8spring of the woman will bruise the ser-
pentIs head while the serpent will bruise his heel in Genesis 
chapter x, verse 1M. The verse does not yet reveal everything the 
rest of Kcripture will unfold about redemption, but Dhristians 
have rightly seen in it the earliest movement toward the victory 
God will ultimately accomplish through Dhrist. The serpent 
will wound, but he will not win.

Grace is already moving in a world that has 9ust learned death. 
Humanity cannot reverse Eden. Fe cannot undo guilt, restore 
innocence, conJuer death, or recreate communion with God 
through e8ort alone. 3ut the Dreator has not abandoned His 
creation, and the God who gives life has not surrendered the 
story to death.

Rrom here, Kcripture begins tracing two ways with increasing 
clarity. Wne moves toward life under GodIs wisdom, and the 
other repeats the old movement of Eden by turning from Him. 
This is not because GodIs commands are arbitrary restrictions 
from a distant ruler. The Dreator knows the way of life because 
life comes from Him.



FHES BORE FAK 3PWCES x1

God will form a people, rescue them, give them His word, 
and teach them what it means to live in covenant with Him. 
Their history will show both the goodness of His ways and the 
stubbornness of the human heart. Eventually 0oses will stand 
before Osrael and set the choice before them in words that echo 
the garden.

Bife or death.

Then he will say;

“Dhoose life.”

That is where the story leads ne?t.



Chapter Three

Choose Life

Israel stood on the edge of a new season. For forty years, the 
people had lived between Egypt and the land God promised 
to give them. They had known rescue, provision, failure, dis-
cipline, mercy, and the steady faithfulness of God. Now Moses 
was preparing a new generation to enter the land their parents 
had once been afraid to receive.

Near the end of his “nal words to them, Moses placed a choice 
before the people.

”I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. There-
fore choose life.D

3euteronomy chapter 01, verse 9x.

Those words carried the weight of everything Israel had already 
eHperienced. God had delivered them from slavery, led them 
through the sea, provided for them in the wilderness, given 
them Cis law, and remained faithful even when they wandered. 
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They knew what it meant to receive rescue and provision from 
Cis hands.

Now they had to decide how they would live.

The choice between life and death was not an abstract spiri-
tual idea. Moses was speaking within Godqs covenant with Is-
rael, and the consejuences were concrete. Faithfulness to the 
covenant was connected with life in the land under Godqs bless-
ing, while persistent rebellion would eventually bring 2udg-
ment, loss, and eHile.

Moses then eHplained what choosing life meant. Israel was to 
love the 'ord, obey Cis voice, and hold fast to Cim. These were 
not separate religious duties placed beside life. They belonged 
together because of one remarkable truth.

”For he is your life.D

3euteronomy chapter 01, verse W1.

That sentence takes us back to everything Genesis has already 
shown us. 'ife comes from God. Israel was not being asked to 
obey an arbitrary ruler who possessed enough power to punish 
disobedience. They were being called to trust the God who had 
created them, rescued them, sustained them, and made them 
Cis people.

This changes the way we understand obedience.

Je often hear that word and think “rst about restrictions. Sbe-
dience can sound like a list of behaviors rejuired to keep God 
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satis“ed or a religious system standing between us and the life 
we want. Lcripture begins somewhere else.

God rescues before Ce commands.

Israel did not earn deliverance from Egypt by “rst proving that 
they could keep the law. God heard their cries, acted in mer-
cy, brought them out of slavery, and then taught Cis rescued 
people how they were to live. Sbedience belonged within a 
relationship God had already established.

The order matters. Grace does not make obedience unneces-
sary, and obedience does not create grace. God acts, Cis people 
receive, and then they are called to live as people who belong to 
Cim.

The law therefore reveals more than what Israel is forbidden 
to do. It gives shape to life with a holy God. Godqs instruction 
reaches into worship, work, seHuality, family, 2ustice, money, 
rest, property, honesty, treatment of foreigners, care for the 
poor, and responsibility toward neighbors.

There is no small corner of life that eHists outside Cis concern.

Israel is called to worship one God in a world “lled with idols. 
They are commanded to practice 2ustice, honor covenant re-
lationships, care for people who are vulnerable, and remember 
that even the land they inhabit ultimately belongs to the 'ord. 
Labbath teaches them to stop working and remember that life 
does not depend upon endless human labor.
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These commands reveal something about Godqs character and 
something about the world Ce made. The Oreator knows how 
human life is meant to be ordered. Cis wisdom is not opposed 
to life.

Cis wisdom protects it.

That takes us back again to Eden. ?dam and Eve faced a jues-
tion about whether Godqs de“nition of good could be trust-
ed. ?nother way looked desirable, so they reached beyond the 
boundary Ce had given and chose wisdom on their own terms.

Israel now faces that same deeper juestion.

Jhose wisdom will they trust6

The nations around them oPered other gods, other forms of 
power, other de“nitions of success, and other ways of ordering 
life. Israel could trust the God who had delivered them, or 
they could repeat the movement of the garden and decide that 
another way looked better.

The same juestion still reaches us.

Je live among voices constantly telling us what will make us 
happy, secure, desirable, successful, free, or important. Lome 
come from the culture around us, while others rise from desires 
within us. ?n opportunity can look good enough that we stop 
asking whether it is faithful, and a desire can feel strong enough 
that we assume satisfying it must lead toward life.
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Lcripture teaches us that desire alone cannot determine what is 
good.

Je need wisdom beyond ourselves.

That is one reason Godqs Jord is a gift. Ysalm 99x repeatedly 
connects Godqs instruction with life. The psalmist asks God 
to give him life according to Cis Jord, teach him Cis ways, 
and keep his heart from wandering. Ce does not describe Godqs 
commands as enemies standing between him and freedom.

Ce sees Godqs Jord as something that leads him toward what 
is true.

Ysalm 9 opens with the same picture of two ways. Sne person 
gradually becomes shaped by counsel that leads away from God, 
while another delights in the instruction of the 'ord and med-
itates upon it day and night. The second person is compared to 
”a tree planted by streams of waterD in Ysalm chapter 9, verse 0.

The tree does not ;ourish because di:cult seasons never come. 
Its strength comes from being rooted near a source capable of 
sustaining it. It bears fruit in season because its life is being 
nourished from the right place.

That image “ts the larger biblical story.

'ife has direction.

? road can look attractive and still lead somewhere destructive. 
?nother path may rejuire patience, restraint, or trust and still 
lead toward what is good. Jisdom learns to look beyond the 
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immediate appeal of a choice toward the kind of life that choice 
is forming.

The Ysalms also deepen the relationship between life and God 
Cimself. 3avid writes, ”8ou make known to me the path of lifeR 
in your presence there is fullness of 2oy.D Ysalm chapter 97, verse 
99.

3avid knew suPering. Cis life included danger, betrayal, con-
;ict, grief, personal failure, and long seasons when circum-
stances did not unfold as he wanted. 8et he did not “nally locate 
life in the removal of every hardship.

Ce found the path of life in Godqs presence.

Ysalm 07 gives us another imagez ”For with you is the fountain 
of lifeR in your light do we see light.D Ysalm chapter 07, verse x. ? 
fountain continually supplies what ;ows from it. The psalmist 
sees life remaining connected to its source.

Je should not move too juickly here into everything the New 
Testament will later reveal about Ohrist and the indwelling 
Lpirit. The biblical story has not reached that point yet. Kut the 
direction is becoming clearer.

'ife cannot “nally be separated from God.

The wisdom writings bring that truth into ordinary decisions. 
Yroverbs describes paths that lead toward wisdom and paths 
that lead toward destruction. Jords, friendships, money, seH-
uality, humility, work, correction, and self-control all matter 
because a life is formed through repeated choices.
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Yroverbs chapter 0 tells the reader to hold tightly to sound 
wisdom and discretionz ”They will be life for your soul.D The 
language of life is beginning to reach beyond the simple fact that 
a person remains physically alive. Jisdom shapes the juality 
and direction of the inner life.

? person can be physically healthy while becoming inwardly 
disordered. Lomeone can possess money while being consumed 
by greed, receive admiration while being ruled by pride, or eHpe-
rience pleasure while becoming increasingly unable to say no to 
desire. Jisdom addresses what kind of person is being formed 
beneath the surface.

This is why Yroverbs repeatedly connects life with the fear of the 
'ord.

”The fear of the 'SG3 is a fountain of life.D

Yroverbs chapter 95, verse WB.

The fear of the 'ord is not terror before a cruel God. It is 
reverence that recogniHes God as God, receives Cis authority, 
and takes Cis wisdom seriously. Jisdom begins when we stop 
treating our own understanding as su:cient.

”Trust in the 'SG3 with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding.D

Yroverbs chapter 0, verse A.

Trust does not rejuire us to stop thinking. God gave us minds 
to use, eHperience from which to learn, and wise people whose 
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counsel can help us. The warning is against making our limited 
understanding the “nal authority.

Je do not see everything.

God does.

This becomes especially important when obedience is costly. 
Lometimes Godqs wisdom makes immediate sense. Conesty 
strengthens trust, rest protects our limits, generosity helps peo-
ple in need, and wise boundaries can protect relationships.

Sther commands may confront desires we do not want to sur-
render. Forgiveness can feel unfair when someone has deeply 
wounded us. LeHual faithfulness may rejuire denying desires 
that feel intensely personal. Generosity can feel risky when re-
sources are uncertain, and telling the truth may carry conse-
juences we would rather avoid.

Those are the moments when obedience reveals trust.

Ohoosing life does not mean choosing whatever feels easiest. 
It means trusting the Sne who sees where the road leads, even 
when another path oPers juicker relief.

Israel struggled with this throughout its history. God repeated-
ly showed Cis faithfulness, yet Cis people continued looking 
elsewhere for what they believed they needed. They worshiped 
idols, trusted military strength, sought security through foreign 
alliances, neglected 2ustice, and sometimes continued religious 
practices while their hearts moved far from God.
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They possessed Godqs commands and still wandered.

That eHposed something important.

Inowing the path of life does not guarantee that the human 
heart will choose it.

Yroverbs tells us to ”keep your heart with all vigilance, for from 
it ;ow the springs of life.D Yroverbs chapter 5, verse W0. In Lcrip-
ture, the heart reaches into our thoughts, desires, aPections, 
intentions, and will. Jhat we love shapes what we pursue, and 
what we trust shapes the choices we make when competing 
paths appear.

Kehavior therefore cannot be the whole answer. Gules can iden-
tify boundaries, eHpose sin, restrain what is destructive, and 
reveal what is good. Kut a command written outside us cannot 
by itself make the heart love the God who gave it.

Israelqs history demonstrates the problem painfully. The people 
could remember the EHodus and still worship idols. They could 
hear the law and still ignore the poor. They could participate 
in worship while trusting wealth, power, or the nations around 
them more than the 'ord.

The problem was not that Godqs instruction was defective.

The human heart wandered.

8et Godqs law remained good. Ysalm 9x says, ”The law of the 
'SG3 is perfect, reviving the soul.D Godqs testimony makes 
wise, Cis precepts bring 2oy, and Cis commandment gives light. 
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The psalmist does not eHperience Godqs Jord as something 
opposed to life. Ce receives it as something that restores and 
guides.

Je need to hold two truths together.

Je cannot earn life from God by performing well enough, and 
Godqs commands still matter.

The law was never meant to make God indebted to sinful people 
who achieved a perfect record. Lcripture will increasingly show 
our need for mercy, forgiveness, faith, and a work of God we 
cannot accomplish ourselves. 8et grace does not turn Godqs 
wisdom into something unnecessary.

The God who gives life knows the way of life.

For those who follow Uesus, this distinction will become even 
clearer. Je do not obey in order to make God love us or to force 
Cim to give us life. Je obey because grace has brought us into 
relationship with Cim and because we have learned that Cis 
wisdom can be trusted.

Sbedience is trust made visible.

Even within 3euteronomy, however, Moses recogniHes that Is-
rael needs more than instruction. Ce tells the people to circum-
cise their hearts and no longer be stubborn, but later he speaks 
of something only God can do.
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”The 'SG3 your God will circumcise your heart and the heart 
of your oPspring, so that you will love the 'SG3 your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.D

3euteronomy chapter 01, verse 7.

That promise appears in the same chapter that tells Israel to 
choose life.

The connection is signi“cant. Israel is responsible to love, obey, 
and hold fast to God, yet Moses also looks toward a work of God 
upon the human heart. The people need more than directions 
toward the right road.

They need hearts that will love the Sne who leads them.

The command is already beginning to open toward promise.

The law shows the way of life, wisdom teaches how that life 
takes shape, and the Ysalms celebrate the God in whose presence 
life is found. 8et the story of Israel keeps revealing the same 
painful realityz human hearts can know what is good and still 
turn away.

Loon the prophets will stand inside that tension.

They will call Godqs people to return. They will confront wor-
ship without faithfulness, eHpose the broken sources Israel has 
trusted, and announce that God intends to do something deep-
er than issue another command.

Ce will forgive.
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Ce will write Cis law upon the heart.

Ce will give a new heart and a new spirit.

?nd Ce will put Cis own Lpirit within Cis people.

Moses had saidz

”Ohoose life.D

The prophets will begin revealing how the God who gives life 
intends to renew the people who keep choosing another way.

That is where the story leads neHt.



Chapter Four

The Promise of New 
Life

The prophets spoke to people who knew the words of God and 
had repeatedly wandered from His ways. Israel had received the 
law, worshiped at the temple, celebrated the feasts, and carried 
stories of God's faithfulness from one generation to the next. 
Yet religious familiarity had not kept their hearts close to Him.

Again and again, the people turned toward idols, trusted human 
power, neglected justice, and looked for security somewhere 
other than the God who had given them life. The prophets 
stepped into that distance with warnings that were often severe 
because sin had real consequences. Yet judgment was never the 
only word they carried.

God kept calling His people to return.

That invitation appears throughout the prophets. Israel had 
wandered from covenant faithfulness, but God continued call-
ing them away from the paths destroying them and back toward 
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Himself. Repentance was not simply feeling badly about what 
had happened.

It was a turn.

Ezekiel spoke with particular urgency. God told His people, 
“Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity 
be your ruin.” Then He declared that He had no pleasure in 
anyone's death and called them to “turn, and live.”

Ezekiel chapter 18, verses 30 and 32.

The language of life and death has returned.

Moses had stood before Israel and said, “Choose life.” Now 
the prophets are speaking to generations that repeatedly chose 
another way. Their history has shown what Scripture has been 
revealing from the garden onward: direction matters because 
paths eventually lead somewhere.

God calls them to turn because He desires life.

That helps us understand repentance correctly. Repentance is 
not humiliation for its own sake, nor is it an attempt to convince 
God to become merciful. It tells the truth about where sin is 
leading and turns toward the God whose mercy is already calling 
us home.

The prophets make that turn concrete. They confront idolatry, 
dishonesty, sexual sin, violence, oppression, greed, injustice, and 
worship that continues while the heart remains far from God. 
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Biblical repentance does not stop with regret because a changed 
direction eventually reaches the way a person lives.

Yet the prophets also expose something deeper.

Israel's problem cannot be solved by outward change alone.

Jeremiah describes the problem through one of Scripture's most 
memorable images.

“My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for them-
selves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”

Jeremiah chapter 2, verse 13.

A cistern was meant to collect and preserve water. In a dry land, 
that water could sustain life. But a cracked cistern could promise 
water while slowly losing everything poured into it.

Jeremiah says God's people have done two things. They have 
left the fountain, and they have tried to build another source for 
themselves. Their sin is not merely that they violated individual 
commands. They have turned from God and attempted to 7nd 
life somewhere else.

That is the old movement of Eden again.

Humanity receives from God and then reaches for indepen-
dence.

Israel was still thirsty, so the people turned toward idols, politi-
cal alliances, military strength, wealth, and the promises o?ered 
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by surrounding nations. They wanted security, prosperity, pro-
tection, and a future.

The desires were understandable.

The source was wrong.

Broken cisterns still take many forms. Money can be asked to 
quiet fear, achievement can be asked to establish worth, another 
person can be asked to make us whole, and control can be 
asked to protect us from disappointment. Approval, pleasure, 
reputation, productivity, and comfort can all be asked to carry 
more weight than they were created to bear.

Many of these things can be good gifts. Provision is good. Re-
lationships are good. Accomplishment can be good, and wise 
planning is part of faithful stewardship.

The problem begins when a gift is asked to become the foun-
tain.

It cannot hold that much life.

Jeremiah's picture therefore reaches beneath behavior into de-
pendence. God's people had not only done sinful things. They 
had placed their trust, desire, security, and hope somewhere 
other than God.

The prophets repeatedly return to the heart because that is 
where this movement takes root.

Isaiah confronted people who honored God with their lips 
while their hearts remained far from Him. They could main-
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tain religious language and outward worship while living at a 
distance from the One they claimed to worship.

That danger did not disappear with ancient Israel.

A person can become familiar with Christian language, Scrip-
ture, worship, serving, and religious activity while the heart 
slowly grows inattentive to God. Practices meant to lead us 
toward Him can become routines we perform without much 
thought about the One toward whom they point.

The problem is not the practice.

The problem is the distance.

Scripture, prayer, worship, generosity, gathering with God's 
people, and service are good. But none of them was given to 
replace relationship with God. The prophets would not allow 
Israel to hide behind religious activity while injustice, idolatry, 
pride, and unbelief continued beneath it.

God wanted the heart.

That raises a diDcult question.

What if the heart itself is the problemD

Israel's history had already demonstrated the limits of instruc-
tion alone. The people could hear God's commands and still 
resist them. They could experience rescue and later forget the 
Rescuer. They could make promises of obedience and then 
return to the same patterns that had damaged them before.
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The people needed more than another reminder.

They needed renewal.

This is where the prophetic message begins opening toward one 
of the great promises of Scripture.

Jeremiah spoke to a people whose unfaithfulness would bring 
devastating consequences. Jerusalem would fall, exile would 
come, and many of the things Israel assumed could never be lost 
would be taken from them. Yet judgment would not be God's 
7nal word.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORF, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah.”

Jeremiah chapter 31, verse 31.

The original setting matters. God speaks to Israel and Judah. 
Their failure has not canceled His faithfulness, and the promise 
of renewal begins with what He intends to do rather than with 
what they have 7nally managed to accomplish.

Then God explains something remarkable about this new 
covenant.

“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts.”

Jeremiah chapter 31, verse 33.
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God is not declaring that His ways were wrong and therefore 
need to be abandoned. The law had revealed His character and 
taught His people what covenant faithfulness looked like. The 
problem was the stubborn human heart that repeatedly resisted 
what God had spoken.

Now the movement is inward.

The God who once wrote His commands on tablets speaks of 
writing His law upon the heart. Relationship with Him will not 
merely be maintained through words heard from outside. God 
intends to work within His people.

Jeremiah also connects this covenant with forgiveness.

“I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.”

Jeremiah chapter 31, verse 34.

That promise is essential because renewal cannot begin by pre-
tending rebellion never happened. Sin has created real guilt and 
real separation. If relationship is going to be restored, God must 
deal with the sin that broke it.

The new covenant therefore includes both forgiveness and 
transformation.

God will remove guilt.

And God will address the heart.



THE PROMISE OF NEW LIFE 51

Ezekiel develops that promise even further. He ministered 
among people living with the consequences of Israel's rebellion 
and exile. The nation appeared broken, scattered, and incapable 
of restoring itself.

Into that condition, God said:

“I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you.”

Ezekiel chapter 36, verse 26.

Then He described the change.

“I will remove the heart of stone from your Gesh and give you a 
heart of Gesh.”

A stone does not listen, soften, respond, love, or move. The 
image describes people who have heard God's Word repeatedly 
while becoming resistant to Him. Their greatest need is not 
simply greater exposure to the command.

They need a di?erent heart.

God promises to give it.

Then the promise reaches even deeper.

“And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”

Ezekiel chapter 36, verse 29.

This is one of the great turning points in the biblical story.
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The Spirit of God had already been active throughout the 
Old Testament. He was present in creation, empowered peo-
ple for particular work, came upon leaders, and spoke through 
prophets. Ezekiel is not introducing the Holy Spirit as though 
God had previously been absent from His world.

He is  pointing toward a  future  work of  God within His 
covenant people.

God will put His Spirit within them.

And that inward work will produce outward faithfulness.

This keeps us from making two opposite mistakes. We should 
not imagine that people can transform themselves through de-
termination alone. Israel's history has already shown the limits 
of that approach.

But neither should we imagine that God's work within us makes 
our response unnecessary.

Ezekiel joins the two together.

God gives the new heart.

God gives His Spirit.

His people walk in His ways.

Grace produces obedience rather than replacing it.

That is very di?erent from behavior management.
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Behavior matters. Choices matter. Habits matter. Scripture 
never treats our actions as insigni7cant, and the prophets them-
selves repeatedly call people to change what they are doing.

Yet God intends to reach deeper than outward restraint.

A person can stop expressing anger openly while still feeding re-
sentment. Someone can give generously while quietly depend-
ing upon recognition. Religious behavior can appear faithful 
while fear, pride, greed, or control continue directing the heart.

God wants more than improved appearances.

He intends renewal from within.

Ezekiel gives us another picture of that life in a valley 7lled with 
dry bones.

The scene is intentionally hopeless. Ezekiel does not see sick 
people who need medicine or tired people who need rest. He 
sees dry, scattered bones and is asked whether they can live.

Humanly speaking, they cannot.

Then God acts.

As Ezekiel prophesies, the bones come together, bodies are 
formed, and breath enters them. What had been a valley marked 
by death becomes a living multitude.

The vision has a speci7c meaning within Ezekiel's message. God 
tells the prophet that the bones represent the house of Israel, 
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whose people are saying, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope 
is lost.” They believe exile has ended their future.

God says otherwise.

He can restore what His people believe is beyond restoration.

The vision should therefore 7rst be allowed to speak within 
Israel's story rather than immediately being turned into a gen-
eral picture of individual conversion. Yet it reinforces a truth 
Scripture has been showing from the beginning.

Life comes from God.

When human strength reaches its limit, His power does not.

When His people cannot create the future they need, God can 
give what they cannot produce.

That is the hope beginning to gather through the prophets.

A new covenant.

Forgiveness.

A new heart.

A new spirit.

God's Spirit within His people.

The people who had been commanded to choose life needed the 
God of life to act within them.
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This changes the way we understand spiritual transformation 
even now. Our 7rst instinct is often to begin with behavior. We 
identify something that needs to change and develop a plan to 
become more disciplined, patient, generous, prayerful, peace-
ful, or faithful.

There is value in discipline. Choices shape us, and habits can 
strengthen obedience. But the prophets remind us that the 
deepest work of God cannot be reduced to becoming better at 
managing ourselves.

God is after the heart.

He changes what we love.

He exposes what we trust.

He redirects what we desire.

He teaches us to respond to Him.

The promise of new life is therefore not simply that God will 
help people become more successful versions of themselves. He 
intends to restore relationship with Himself and form people 
whose lives increasingly Gow from that restored relationship.

This is why repentance and promise belong together.

Repentance turns from the broken cistern.

Promise reminds us that the fountain remains.
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Repentance admits that our own way has not given the life it 
promised. God's promise tells us that wandering has not ex-
hausted His mercy or canceled His purposes.

He still calls people home.

The prophets speak urgently because sin is destructive, but they 
also speak hopefully because the faithfulness of God is greater 
than the unfaithfulness of His people. Judgment tells the truth 
about rebellion.

Promise tells the truth about God.

Something new is coming.

The prophets can announce it, describe it, and call God's people 
to wait for it. But they cannot themselves become its ful7llment.

The new covenant still needs to be established.

Sin still needs to be dealt with.

The Spirit still needs to be poured out in the way God has 
promised.

The people still need the One through whom life will 7nally 
come.

Then John opens his Gospel with words that take us all the way 
back to creation.

“In the beginning was the Word.”
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He tells us that everything came into being through Him and 
then makes a declaration that gathers the entire biblical story of 
life into one Person.

“In him was life.”

The prophets had promised new life.

Now Life Himself was coming.

That is where the story leads next.



Chapter Five

Jesus Is Life

John begins his Gospel before Bethlehem.

Matthew opens with the family line of Jesus. Mark begins with 
the announcement of the gospel and the ministry of John the 
Baptist. Luke carefully places the birth of Jesus within human 
history. John reaches farther back, before the manger and before 
creation itself.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.”

John chapter 1, verse 1.

John wants us to understand who Jesus is before he tells us all 
that Jesus does. The Word did not begin in Bethlehem. He was 
with God in the beginning, He was God, and everything that 
was made came into existence through Him.

Then John writes:

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men.”
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John chapter 1, verse 4.

Those words bring us back to Genesis. The God who spoke 
creation into existence has now come near in the eternal Word. 
The life we Orst saw Olling the waters, skies, land, and eventually 
humanity came through the qne who has entered the world He 
made.

John is moving us beyond the Puestion of where life comes 
from.

He is showing us where life is found.

The biblical story has been moving toward this moment. Israel 
learned that the Lord was their life. The Nsalms called God the 
fountain of life, wisdom taught that His ways lead toward life, 
and the prophets promised forgiveness, a new heart, and the 
Spirit of God within His people.

-ow John places Jesus at the center of that story.

Life has a name.

Jesus is not introduced as another creature who received life 
from God in the way we do. John presents Him as the eternal 
Word through whom creation itself came into being. Every&
thing else receives life. Life is already in Him.

That becomes even clearer when Jesus speaks about His rela&
tionship with the Father.

“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son 
also to have life in himself.”
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John chapter 5, verse j0.

Human beings do not have life in ourselves in this sense. We are 
dependent creatures. We receive breath, food, water, strength, 
time, and every day we are given.

Jesus speaks di'erently.

In the same passage, He says that Aust as the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, “so also the Son gives life to whom 
he will.” Jesus is not presenting Himself as one more religious 
teacher pointing people toward God. He speaks with divine 
authority because of His uniPue relationship with the Father.

The Son gives life.

That claim runs throughout JohnDs Gospel.

Jesus repeatedly meets people in ordinary human need and then 
draws their attention toward something deeper. Neople come 
looking for water, bread, healing, answers, freedom, or relief 
from death. Their needs are real, and Jesus does not dismiss 
them, but He keeps directing them beyond the gift toward the 
Giver.

John chapter 0 gives us one of the clearest examples.

7 large crowd follows Jesus into a remote place. The people are 
hungry, and Jesus takes Ove barley loaves and two Osh and feeds 
thousands. Everyone eats until satisOed, and twelve baskets of 
pieces remain.

The next day, the crowd searches for Jesus again.
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Their hunger has returned.

Jesus knows why they have come. They experienced miraculous 
provision and want more of what Olled their stomachs. He tells 
them, “3o not work for the food that perishes, but for the food 
that endures to eternal life.”

John chapter 0, verse jC.

The conversation soon turns toward the manna Israel received 
in the wilderness. Their ancestors had depended upon bread 
God provided day after day, and the crowd speaks as though 
they want Jesus to provide another sign like Moses.

Jesus redirects them.

It was His Father who gave the bread from heaven, and now 
the Father gives the true bread that gives life to the world. The 
people respond, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Then Jesus answers:

“I am the bread of life.”

John chapter 0, verse Y5.

The crowd asks for bread.

Jesus gives them Himself.

Bread was ordinary, daily, and necessary. Jesus uses that familiar 
need to reveal something about the life He gives. 7 person can 
eat today and become hungry again tomorrow, but Jesus o'ers 
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life that reaches beneath physical hunger to humanityDs deepest 
need.

He says, “Whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst.” zoming and believing belong 
together in the chapter. Jesus is calling people to receive Him as 
the qne in whom eternal life is found.

Later in the discourse, Jesus uses the di8cult language of eating 
His Resh and drinking His blood. zhristians have wrestled care&
fully with those words throughout the history of the zhurch, 
and we should not detach them from the larger passage or re&
duce them to a slogan. ?et JohnDs central emphasis throughout 
the chapter remains clear.

The life humanity needs is found in Jesus.

He is asking the crowd to move beyond wanting what He can 
provide and toward receiving Him.

That distinction reaches into our lives as well.

It is possible to seek Jesus primarily because of what we hope He 
will give us. We may want healing, direction, Onancial provision, 
peace, restored relationships, protection, relief from fear, or an 
answer to a prayer we have carried for years. Those desires can 
be honest and good.

Jesus taught His disciples to ask the Father for daily bread. He 
healed bodies, fed hungry people, restored people to commu&
nity, and responded with compassion to human need. Scripture 
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never rePuires us to pretend that physical, emotional, relational, 
or practical needs are unimportant.

But the gifts cannot replace the Giver.

The crowd wanted bread. Jesus wanted them to recogniDe the 
qne standing before them. The same Jesus who provides good 
gifts refuses to let those gifts become substitutes for Himself.

This is important when we come to one of His most familiar 
statements about life.

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

John chapter 12, verse 12.

Those words can easily be separated from their setting and made 
to sound like a promise of greater comfort, success, wealth, 
health, or opportunity. Jesus is speaking in the context of a 
shepherd and his sheep. He describes Himself as the Good 
Shepherd who knows His sheep, leads them, protects them, and 
lays down His life for them.

7bundant life is life with the Good Shepherd.

The Shepherd who promises life is walking toward a cross. His 
followers will also learn that knowing Him does not remove sac&
riOce, opposition, grief, su'ering, or costly obedience. 7bun&
dance cannot therefore mean that faithful people will always 
receive easier circumstances.

The abundance is found in belonging to Him.
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His sheep hear His voice. He knows them, and they follow Him. 
Later in the chapter He says, “I give them eternal life, and they 
will never perish.”

John chapter 12, verse jE.

qnce again, life is something Jesus gives.

7nd once again, that gift is inseparable from relationship with 
Him.

John then takes us directly into the great enemy that entered the 
human story in Genesis.

3eath.

Every person experiences the goodness of physical life while 
living beneath its limit. Bodies weaken, people we love die, and 
no amount of wisdom, medicine, achievement, planning, or 
human strength has removed death from the human condition.

John brings us into that grief through LaDarus.

LaDarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, were loved by Jesus. 
When LaDarus became sick, the sisters sent word to Him, yet 
Jesus did not arrive before LaDarus died. By the time He reached 
Bethany, LaDarus had been in the tomb four days.

Martha went out to meet Him.

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

John chapter 11, verse j1.
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Her words carry both faith and sorrow. She believes Jesus could 
have changed what happened, yet the outcome she hoped He 
would prevent has already taken place. Her brother is dead.

Jesus tells Martha that LaDarus will rise again.

She responds with genuine biblical hope. “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Martha believes 
God will one day raise the dead, and she is holding that future 
promise while standing in present grief.

Jesus does not correct her hope.

He reveals its center.

“I am the resurrection and the life.”

John chapter 11, verse j5.

Fesurrection is not a future event disconnected from Jesus. The 
power of the coming resurrection stands before Martha in the 
Nerson of the Son. Jesus continues, “Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live.”

Nhysical death remains real.

Jesus does not pretend otherwise. 7 few moments later He 
stands near LaDarusDs tomb and weeps. He knows what He is 
about to do, yet He enters the grief of people He loves.

That tells us something important about the life Jesus gives. He 
does not minimiDe death in order to proclaim victory over it. He 
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looks directly at the enemy, shares the sorrow surrounding it, 
and then shows that death does not possess the Onal authority.

Jesus calls LaDarus out.

The dead man comes alive.

LaDarusDs return is a sign rather than the Onal resurrection Scrip&
ture promises. He returns to mortal life and will one day die 
again. But the sign reveals that Jesus has authority where hu&
manity has none.

He can call the dead to life.

The event also moves JohnDs Gospel closer to the cross. The rais&
ing of LaDarus intensiOes the opposition against Jesus, and the 
qne who has given life to a man in a tomb will soon surrender 
His own life.

Life will enter death.

Jesus will not defeat death by avoiding it.

He will pass through it.

Before that happens, He spends His Onal night preparing His 
disciples for what is coming. They know He is speaking about 
leaving them, but they still do not understand where He is going 
or how they can follow.

Thomas asks the Puestion plainly.
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“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the wayG”

John chapter 14, verse 5.

Jesus answers:

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. -o one comes to the 
Father except through me.”

John chapter 14, verse 0.

Thomas asks for a route.

Jesus points to Himself.

The way to the Father is not a spiritual techniPue, moral ladder, 
religious system, or philosophy humanity can master. Jesus does 
not say He merely knows the way or teaches the way. He is 
the way because reconciliation with the Father comes through 
Him.

The same is true of truth and life.

Jesus does not o'er Himself as one possible source of spiritual 
life among many. His claim is exclusive because His identity is 
uniPue. The eternal Son who came from the Father is the qne 
through whom humanity is brought back to the Father.

This is why JohnDs language about eternal life matters so much.

When we hear the word eternal, we may think Orst about du&
ration. We picture a life that never ends, and everlasting life is 
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certainly part of zhristian hope. Jesus promises resurrection, 
and JohnDs Gospel speaks repeatedly about life that death can&
not Onally destroy.

?et eternal life has a relational center.

qn the night before the cross, Jesus prays:

“7nd this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus zhrist whom you have sent.”

John chapter 1C, verse Y.

Eternal life is knowing God.

That knowing is more than possessing accurate information 
about Him, though truth about God matters. In Scripture, 
knowing carries the depth of relationship. Through Jesus, peo&
ple who were separated from God are being brought near to the 
Father.

Eternal life therefore does not begin only after physical death.

It begins when a person comes to zhrist.

The life of the age to come enters the present through rela&
tionship with the Son, even while we still wait for bodily res&
urrection and the renewal of creation. We know God now, but 
we have not yet experienced the fullness of everything He has 
promised.

This keeps us from making eternal life either too small or too 
distant.
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It is more than endless existence.

7nd it is more than a future destination.

It is life with God, beginning now through zhrist and reaching 
its fullness in resurrection.

John eventually tells us why he has written his Gospel. He 
has shown signs in which water became wine, bodies were 
healed, thousands were fed, a man born blind received sight, 
and LaDarus walked out of a tomb. Finally, Jesus Himself was 
cruciOed and raised.

John does not record these things merely so that readers will be 
impressed.

He wants a response.

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
zhrist, the Son of God.”

John chapter j2, verse Y1.

Then he gives the purpose:

“7nd that by believing you may have life in his name.”

Belief leads to life because faith brings us to Jesus.

The signs point to Him. His words reveal Him, and the whole 
Gospel calls us to believe in Him. JohnDs purpose is not simply 
to convince us that miracles happened.

He wants us to see who Jesus is.
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The God who gives life has come near in the Son. The fountain 
toward which Scripture has been directing us has come near. 
The qne promised through the biblical story has entered hu&
man history.

Jesus does not merely tell us where life can be found.

He is the Life.

That changes zhristianity from the beginning. If Jesus were 
only a teacher, faith could become an attempt to master His 
ideas. If He were only an example, discipleship could become 
a lifelong e'ort to imitate someone stronger than ourselves. If 
He only forgave our past, we might imagine that He clears the 
record and then leaves us alone with everything that follows.

John gives us something greater.

Life is in the Son.

Neter understood enough of this when many people stopped 
following Jesus after the di8cult teaching in John chapter 0. 
Jesus asked the twelve whether they wanted to leave as well.

Neter answered:

“Lord, to whom shall we goG ?ou have the words of eternal life.”

John chapter 0, verse 0E.

Neter did not understand everything. He would still misunder&
stand Jesus, resist the way of the cross, make promises he could 
not keep, and eventually deny that he knew Him.
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But he knew where life was found.

There was nowhere else to go.

That Puestion eventually reaches every one of us.

Where will we go for lifeG

We can receive GodDs gifts with gratitude. We can build mean&
ingful relationships, care for our bodies, work faithfully, grow 
in wisdom, enAoy creation, and use what God has entrusted to 
us well. 7ll of those things can belong within a faithful life.

-one of them can become its source.

John keeps bringing us back to Jesus. In Him was life. He is the 
bread of life, He gives abundant life, He is the resurrection and 
the life, and He is the way, the truth, and the life.

To know the Father through Him is eternal life.

To believe in His name is to receive life.

The prophets promised that God would forgive, renew the 
heart, and put His Spirit within His people. John has now 
shown us the Nerson through whom GodDs saving work comes.

The Puestion becomes deeply personal.

What happens when the qne who is Life gives that life to usG

The story is about to move from life revealed in zhrist to life 
received in zhrist.
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That is where the story leads next.



Chapter Six

Christ in You

John's Gospel brings us to a remarkable conclusion. Jesus is the 
bread of life, the resurrection and the life, and the way, the truth, 
and the life. Eternal life is found in knowing the Father through 
Him, and John says that those who believe in His name receive 
life.

But what happens when the One who is Life gives that life to 
us?

The New Testament answers with language far larger than 
self-improvement. It speaks of being born again, made alive, 
reconciled, justiCed, adopted, made new, united with Shrist, 
and indwelt by the Holy Upirit. Ualvation includes the forgive-
ness of sins, but forgiveness is not the end of what God is doing.

He brings us back to Himself.

That is what sin had broken. Humanity turned from the God 
who gives life and attempted to live by another wisdom. Uhame, 
fear, rebellion, alienation, and death entered the story, leaving a 
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world still Clled with physical life but separated from the rela-
tionship with God for which humanity had been created.

Jesus entered that separation.

He did not simply stand at a distance and tell humanity how to 
Cnd its way back. He came from the Father, lived among us, gave 
Himself for our sins, and rose from the dead. Through Him, the 
relationship we could not repair has been opened again.

:aul writes“

”In Shrist God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them.5

Uecond Sorinthians chapter 1, verse 9R.

Yeconciliation is relationship language. It assumes that hos-
tility and separation have been addressed so that peace can be 
restored. Uin placed humanity in rebellion against God, and no 
amount of religious exort could remove our guilt or create peace 
with Him.

God acted in Shrist.

The cross is therefore essential to the life Jesus gives. God does 
not restore us by pretending sin was insigniCcant. Jesus bears 
our sins, gives Himself in our place, and opens the way for 
people who were far from God to be brought near.

Then He rises.
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The resurrection is not simply an inspiring conclusion to the 
cruciCMion. The One who entered death has come out alive, 
and His resurrection changes what is possible for everyone who 
belongs to Him. The life Jesus gives is resurrection life because 
its source is the risen Shrist.

:aul describes our condition apart from Shrist with sobering 
words. He tells the Ephesians that they were ”dead in the tres-
passes and sins5 in which they once walked. They were physi-
cally alive, yet alienated from God and living under powers they 
could not overcome by themselves.

Then two of the most beautiful words in Ucripture appear.

”But God.5

God is ”rich in mercy,5 :aul says, and because of His great love, 
He ”made us alive together with Shrist.5

Ephesians chapter W, verses P and 1.

6ade alive with Shrist.

The language brings together everything we have been trac-
ing. :hysical life is God's gift, but sin created a deeper death 
in humanity's relationship with Him. qe needed more than 
improved behavior or stronger religious commitment.

qe needed God to give life.

This is why Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be born again. 
Nicodemus was religious, educated, respected, and knowledge-
able about Ucripture. 2et Jesus told him that entrance into the 
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kingdom of God reAuired a birth that human achievement 
could never produce.

”That which is born of the Upirit is spirit.5

John chapter 8, verse 3.

New birth is something God does.

qe respond in repentance and faith, but we do not generate 
spiritual life for ourselves. Just as we did not cause our Crst birth, 
we cannot manufacture the new birth through exort, heritage, 
morality, religious knowledge, or discipline. qe receive life from 
God.

:aul uses another image when he writes“

”If anyone is in Shrist, he is a new creation.5

Uecond Sorinthians chapter 1, verse 94.

New creation is strong language. :aul does not describe a person 
who has simply adopted better habits or added Shristian beliefs 
to an otherwise unchanged life. The God who created in the 
beginning is at work bringing something new into eMistence 
through Shrist.

That does not mean every struggle immediately disappears. Old 
habits may still need to be confronted, wounds may reAuire 
healing, relationships may need repair, and patterns of anger, 
fear, pride, lust, bitterness, or control may take time to surren-
der. New creation is not the same thing as instant maturity.
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But something decisive has changed.

The believer is now in Shrist.

That phrase appears throughout :aul's letters and becomes one 
of his primary ways of describing Shristian eMistence. qe are 
justiCed in Shrist, redeemed in Shrist, made alive in Shrist, 
and brought into a new relationship with God in Shrist. Our 
standing and future are no longer understood apart from the 
risen Jesus.

Yomans chapter 3 describes this relationship through union 
with Shrist's death and resurrection. :aul says believers have 
been united with Jesus in His death so that, just as Shrist was 
raised, ”we too might walk in newness of life.5 The old rule of 
sin has been broken, and believers are called to consider them-
selves ”dead to sin and alive to God in Shrist Jesus.5

Yomans chapter 3, verse 99.

0live to God.

That is the relationship humanity was created to know.

The gospel does not simply rewind the story to Eden as though 
nothing happened. qe are brought into relationship with God 
through the cruciCed and risen Uon. Our life is now joined to 
the One who has already passed through death and emerged 
victorious.

This is what Shristians have often described as union with 
Shrist.
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&nion does not mean that we become Jesus, lose our individ-
uality, or become divine by nature. God remains God, and we 
remain His creatures. Ucripture continues addressing believers 
as real people who think, choose, work, repent, obey, suxer, 
serve, and grow.

2et the New Testament speaks about our relationship with Jesus 
with remarkable intimacy.

:aul writes“

”I have been cruciCed with Shrist. It is no longer I who live, but 
Shrist who lives in me.5

Galatians chapter W, verse WC.

Those words are sometimes read as though :aul disappears.

He does not.

His neMt words are, ”0nd the life I now live in the Desh I live 
by faith in the Uon of God.5 :aul still lives. He travels, thinks, 
works, teaches, makes decisions, eMperiences weakness, forms 
friendships, suxers, prays, obeys, and serves.

But the center has changed.

The old :aul had built his conCdence upon heritage, achieve-
ment, religious performance, and his own righteousness. 0f-
ter meeting Jesus, that foundation collapsed. His conCdence 
moved from himself to Shrist, and the life he now lived was 
lived by faith in the Uon who loved him and gave Himself for 
him.
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The source has changed.

This corrects a common misunderstanding of the Shristian life. 
qe can begin with grace and then slowly assume that everything 
after conversion depends upon our ability to become the kind 
of person Jesus eMpects us to be. Shrist forgives us, we think, 
and then spiritual maturity becomes our attempt to do better 
for Him.

:aul gives us something deeper.

The Shrist who saves us remains the source of the life we are 
learning to live.

That does not remove exort. :aul worked, prayed, traveled, 
endured hardship, resisted temptation, confronted sin, served 
people, and disciplined his life. His letters contain commands 
that reAuire real decisions and real obedience.

Grace does not make obedience passive.

It changes where obedience begins.

:aul tells the :hilippians to continue obeying and then gives the 
reason they can do so“

”For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.5

:hilippians chapter W, verse 98.

God works within His people, and His people respond. The 
Shristian life is not God doing everything while we remain 



JEU&U 7 LIFEzC

spiritually inactive, nor is it human determination attempting 
to produce holiness apart from God. It is active participation in 
the grace already at work within us.

The prophets had anticipated this.

EEekiel promised that God would give His people a new heart, 
place His Upirit within them, and cause them to walk in His 
ways. Jeremiah spoke of God's law being written upon the 
heart. qhat had been promised from a distance is now being 
fulClled through the saving work of Shrist.

:aul gives this reality another eMpression in Solossians when he 
speaks of the mystery God has now revealed among the nations“

”Shrist in you, the hope of glory.5

Solossians chapter 9, verse W4.

Shrist in you.

Those words can become so familiar that we lose their weight. 
The risen Jesus is not merely a historical Cgure believers admire, 
a teacher whose principles we follow, or a distant Lord waiting 
for us at the end of life. Through the Holy Upirit, Shrist is 
present with and at work within His people.

qe should speak carefully here because Ucripture does. Shris-
tian union does not erase the distinction between the Sreator 
and His creatures. qe are not absorbed into God's being, nor 
do we become divine by nature.

The intimacy is real without becoming confusion.
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Jesus  prepared His  disciples  for  this  before  the cross.  He 
promised the Holy Upirit, told them the Upirit was with them 
and would be in them, and said He would not leave them as 
orphans. He spoke of a coming day when they would know that 
He was in the Father, they were in Him, and He was in them.

The gospel brings us into that living relationship.

This is why salvation cannot be reduced to a changed destina-
tion after death. Our future hope is essential. Jesus will return, 
the dead will be raised, death will be defeated, and God's people 
will live with Him forever.

But eternal life has already begun.

God is not only waiting for His people at the end of the story.

He is present with them now.

That changes the way we understand identity.

6ost of us have learned to answer the Auestion of who we are 
through things that can change. qe look toward accomplish-
ments, failures, relationships, reputation, possessions, appear-
ance, ability, past wounds, or what other people have said about 
us. Over time, those voices can become so familiar that they feel 
more permanent than they really are.

The gospel places something deeper beneath them.

2ou are in Shrist.
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That truth does not erase your history. It places your history 
inside a greater story. Failure may still need confession, wounds 
may still need healing, conseAuences may remain, and success 
can still be enjoyed, but none of them has the authority to 
become the deepest name by which a believer lives.

2ou belong to Jesus.

:aul writes“

”For you have died, and your life is hidden with Shrist in God.5

Solossians chapter 8, verse 8.

Then he adds“

”qhen Shrist who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.5

Solossians chapter 8, verse P.

Shrist who is your life.

6oses had told Israel that the Lord was their life. The :salms 
called God the fountain of life. John told us that life is in the 
Uon. :aul now speaks to believers and says their life is hidden 
with Shrist and that Shrist Himself is their life.

The biblical story has become intensely personal.

2et this does not mean Shristians will always feel spiritually 
alive. There will be days when God's presence feels near and 
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days when prayer feels diFcult. There will be seasons of visible 
growth and seasons when old struggles seem painfully close.

&nion with Shrist does not depend upon constant emotional 
awareness.

It rests upon Shrist.

Feelings remain an important part of human life. 0 meaningful 
time of worship, an answered prayer, or a passage of Ucripture 
that seems to speak directly into our circumstances can become 
a beautiful gift. But our relationship with Jesus cannot be mea-
sured only by the intensity of what we feel.

He remains faithful when our emotions change.

That gives us a stable place from which transformation can 
happen.

If Shristianity were only about improved behavior, we could 
focus almost entirely on outward habits. qe could identify 
what needs to change, create a stronger system, and measure 
success by whether our behavior looks better.

Ucripture goes deeper.

God is forming the character of Shrist within His people.

That formation eventually becomes visible. 0 person being 
changed by Jesus should increasingly tell the truth, forgive, resist 
sin, become generous, seek what is right, grow in patience, and 
learn faithful love. Grace never gives us permission to remain 
comfortable with what Jesus came to redeem.
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But the change is meant to grow from life within.

Fruit grows from life.

Jesus will soon give His disciples the picture that eMplains this 
beautifully. He will speak about a vine and branches, about 
remaining in Him, and about fruit that cannot be produced 
independently of its source.

qe will come to that in time.

For now, the foundation needs to be clear.

The gospel is not merely that Jesus forgives us so that we 
can spend the rest of our lives trying harder to be Shristian. 
Through Shrist, God reconciles us to Himself, makes us alive, 
brings us into new creation, and gives His Upirit to dwell within 
us.

qe are forgiven so that the relationship sin broke can be re-
stored.

qe are reconciled so that we can know God.

qe are made alive so that we can live with Him.

0nd we are joined to Shrist so that He remains the source of the 
life we are learning to live.

This gives the Shristian life a dixerent starting place each morn-
ing.
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qe do not wake needing to convince Jesus to draw near. qe 
begin as people who belong to Him. qe do not approach obe-
dience hoping that enough success will make us worthy of His 
grace. qe obey because grace has already brought us near.

qe do not have to construct an identity from the pieces of our 
past. Our deepest identity is received in Shrist, and we spend a 
lifetime learning to live from what God has made true through 
Him.

Shrist in you.

It is not permission for passivity.

It is not the loss of your personhood.

It is the astonishing reality that the God who reconciled you 
through His Uon has not left you to produce spiritual life alone.

Shrist has become your life.

0nd if that is true, then something else can begin to change.

The things we have asked to give us life no longer have to car-
ry that burden. 6oney, achievement, relationships, approval, 
comfort, control, and pleasure can return to their proper place 
because the deepest hunger of the human heart now has some-
where else to turn.

Jesus does not only give us life.

He begins teaching us where that life is satisCed.
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That is where the story leads neMt.



Chapter Seven

The Life That 
Satis�es

Jesus was tired when He arrived at the well.

John tells us that He had been traveling through Samaria and sat 
down beside Jacob's well around the sixth hour. His disciples 
had gone into town to buy food, and a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water. Jesus looked at her and asked for a drink.

The request surprised her. Jews and Samaritans carried gener-
ations of hostility, and a Jewish man would not normally have 
begun this kind of conversation with a Samaritan woman. Yet 
Jesus crossed the distance and spoke directly to her.

Then He turned an ordinary need into an invitation.

“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.”



JESUS & LIFE88

John chapter 4, verse 10.

The woman had come because she needed water. Jesus began 
speaking about another kind of thirst.

At Wrst, she understood His words physically. The well was 
deep, and Jesus did not have anything with which to draw water. 
She wanted to know how He intended to give what He was 
promising.

Jesus explained that everyone who drank from Jacob's well 
would become thirsty again. Then He said, “Choever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.”

John chapter 4, verse 14.

Jesus was not telling her that she would never experience phys-
ical thirst again. Her body would still need water, food, sleep, 
shelter, and care. jreated life continues to depend upon created 
provision.

He was speaking to a deeper thirst.

Human beings desire love, security, belonging, meaning, Moy, 
peace, purpose, and hope. Those desires are not automatically 
sinful. Bany of them belong to the goodness of being human.

9ut our desires can become disordered when we ask something 
created to provide what only God can give.

The conversation at the well eventually moves into the woman's 
personal history. Jesus tells her that she has had Wve husbands 
and that the man she is now with is not her husband. John does 
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not tell us the circumstances behind every relationship, so we 
should resist the temptation to create a story Scripture has not 
given us.

Chat the passage does tell us is that Jesus knows her.

He knows her history, her present circumstances, and the life 
she has carried to that well. Oothing is hidden from Him, yet 
His response is not to turn away. He continues the conversation 
and leads her toward the truth about worship, the Bessiah, and 
the gift God is ozering.

Jesus knows the places where we are thirsty too.

He sees what we reach for when we are afraid, lonely, disap-
pointed, restless, insecure, or exhausted. He knows the things 
we quietly believe will Wnally settle something within us if we 
can Must get enough of them.

Sometimes the search is obvious. Ce believe a little more mon-
ey will Wnally make us secure, a dizerent Mob will make life 
meaningful, or another level of success will settle the question 
of whether we are enough. Ce may believe a relationship will 
remove loneliness or recognition will make us feel signiWcant.

2ther searches are harder to recogni3e. jontrol can become a 
way of managing fear. 9usyness can keep us from facing what 
silence might reveal, while approval can temporarily quiet ques-
tions we carry about our worth.

The obMects change.
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The thirst remains.

Jeremiah had described this problem centuries before Jesus sat 
beside the well. God accused His people of forsaking Him, “the 
fountain of living waters,” and making broken cisterns that 
could hold no water.

Jeremiah chapter P, verse 1D.

A broken cistern is a powerful image because it may appear 
useful for a while. It may even hold some water. The problem is 
that it cannot keep what has been placed inside.

That is often what makes false sources convincing.

Success can bring satisfaction. Boney can relieve real pressure, 
relationships can bring deep Moy, and recognition can encourage 
us. 7leasure can be genuinely pleasurable, and achievement can 
give us a healthy sense that something worthwhile has been 
completed.

Scripture does not require us to deny those gifts.

The problem begins when temporary things are asked to carry 
eternal weight.

Eventually the promotion becomes normal. The account bal-
ance no longer feels large enough, the praise fades, circum-
stances change, and even the people we love cannot meet every 
need within us.

Then the thirst returns.
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Simply getting more cannot solve the deepest hunger if the 
source remains unchanged.

Jesus ozers something dizerent.

“The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”

John chapter 4, verse 14.

The image moves from an external well to an internal spring. 
The woman had to return repeatedly to Jacob's well because 
the water she drew could sustain her body only for a time. Jesus 
speaks of a life that does not depend upon continually Wnding 
another external source capable of making us whole.

John later helps us understand His language more fully.

6uring a feast in Jerusalem, Jesus stood and cried out, “If any-
one thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” He then spoke of 
rivers of living water ;owing from those who believe in Him.

John explains that Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit.

John chapter :, verses D: through DN.

The living water is therefore not a method for feeling more 
peaceful or a spiritual technique for achieving contentment. 
Jesus is speaking about the life of God given through the Spirit.

The prophets had promised that God would put His Spirit 
within His people. Jesus now announces that thirsty people can 
come to Him and receive.



JESUS & LIFENP

The life that satisWes is relational.

God gives us Himself.

This is what 7salm 15 had already begun to reveal.

“You make known to me the path of life? in your presence there 
is fullness of Moy.”

7salm chapter 15, verse 11.

6avid does not locate fullness of Moy in a life where nothing 
hurts. His own story would make that impossible. He knew 
danger, betrayal, grief, failure, con;ict, waiting, and fear.

Yet he located life and Moy in God's presence.

That distinction is essential because satisfaction in jhrist can 
easily be misunderstood. It does not mean jhristians never feel 
sadness, loneliness, disappointment, grief, frustration, physical 
hunger, or unfulWlled desire. Jesus Himself experienced hunger, 
thirst, weariness, sorrow, and grief.

At the tomb of La3arus, He wept. In Gethsemane, He was 
deeply troubled. 2n the cross, He suzered.

A life satisWed in God is not a life in which every painful emotion 
disappears.

It is a life that knows where to return.

Ce can grieve while remaining anchored in hope. Ce can ex-
perience disappointment without requiring disappointment to 
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become the Wnal word about our lives. Ce can carry unanswered 
questions and still trust the character of God.

Satisfaction in jhrist does not make us less human.

It restores our desires to their proper center.

This helps explain why Jesus so often used food and water when 
speaking about life.

In John chapter 5, the crowd followed Jesus after He had fed 
thousands. Their hunger had been real, and His provision had 
been real. Yet by the next day they needed food again.

Jesus told them, “6o not work for the food that perishes, but 
for the food that endures to eternal life.”

John chapter 5, verse P:.

Then He saidR

“I am the bread of life.”

John chapter 5, verse DG.

Ce have already seen that Jesus was revealing who He is. Here 
the image also teaches us something about dependence. 9read 
was an ordinary necessity. 7eople did not eat one meal and then 
declare that they had moved beyond their need for nourish-
ment.

They received again.
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Life with Jesus works dizerently from the independence we of-
ten associate with maturity. In ordinary life, children gradually 
become capable of doing things they once needed adults to do 
for them. Skills develop, responsibility increases, and healthy 
independence grows.

Spiritual maturity moves in another direction.

Ce become more aware of our dependence.

The mature jhristian does not eventually graduate from need-
ing jhrist. 2ver time, we begin recogni3ing more quickly when 
fear is leading, pride is shaping a decision, resentment is gaining 
ground, or a good gift is quietly becoming too important.

Ce learn to return sooner.

That is not spiritual weakness.

It is spiritual clarity.

Jesus said in John chapter 1G, “Apart from me you can do noth-
ing.” He was not teaching that people who do not consciously 
follow Him are incapable of ordinary work, creativity, relation-
ships, or achievement. His picture is of a branch and a vine, and 
His concern is the fruit that belongs to life with Him.

A branch cannot create the life of the vine.

It receives.
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The more clearly we understand that, the less attractive self-suf-
Wciency becomes. Ce can stop asking ourselves to become a 
source we were never created to be.

This also changes the way we receive God's gifts.

EnMoyment is not the enemy of discipleship.

Scripture speaks positively about food, friendship, marriage, 
work, celebration, rest, beauty, and creation. Jesus attended 
meals and a wedding, received hospitality, ate with friends, and 
used the ordinary goodness of creation throughout His teach-
ing.

The problem is not enMoying gifts.

The problem is requiring them to become our life.

Chen jhrist becomes our life, created things can return to their 
proper place. Ce can enMoy them with gratitude rather than 
gripping them with fear. Ce can love people deeply without 
asking another person to carry the impossible weight of becom-
ing our ultimate security.

If money becomes my life, losing it threatens who I believe 
I am. If achievement becomes my life, failure becomes more 
than disappointment. If another person becomes my life, every 
change in the relationship threatens my foundation.

jomfort can work the same way. If comfort becomes life, suf-
fering must be avoided at nearly any cost.
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9ut when jhrist is our life, these things can remain important 
without becoming ultimate. Loss can still hurt, failure can still 
disappoint, relationships can still matter deeply, and suzering 
can still be painful.

Oone of them can remove the life God has given in jhrist.

This is part of what makes jhristian contentment possible.

7aul knew abundance and need. He experienced hospitality and 
hunger, support and opposition, freedom and imprisonment. 
Chen he wrote that he had learned to be content, he was not 
describing a carefully protected life where circumstances always 
worked in his favor.

He had learned a dizerent source.

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

7hilippians chapter 4, verse 1D.

Those words are sometimes used as though 7aul were promising 
unlimited achievement. In context, he is talking about learning 
to live faithfully in both plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need.

jhrist strengthened him in either condition.

jontentment did not mean 7aul stopped wanting circum-
stances to change. He prayed for deliverance, requested help, 
grieved over people he loved, and longed for things that had not 
yet happened.
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jontentment did not erase desire.

It reordered dependence.

That distinction gives us room to bring honest desires before 
God.

Ce may long for marriage, children, healing, friendship, mean-
ingful work, Wnancial relief, restored relationships, or clarity 
about the future. Scripture does not require us to pretend those 
desires do not exist. Jesus Himself taught His disciples to bring 
real needs to the Father.

The deeper question appears when the answer does not come as 
quickly or in the form we hoped.

jan we remain with God while we waitH

jan we trust His character when the outcome is dizerent from 
what we imaginedH

jan we receive today's grace without demanding that tomor-
row conform to the life we plannedH

This is where satisfaction becomes trust.

The Samaritan woman came to the well carrying a life Jesus 
already knew. She began the conversation thinking about water 
and eventually found herself speaking about worship and the 
Bessiah.

Then John records an interesting detail.
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The woman left her water Mar and went into town.

Ce should not force symbolism onto that detail that John does 
not explicitly give us. 9ut the movement of the story is still 
striking. The woman who had come to collect water is now 
telling others about the 7erson she has encountered.

“jome, see a man who told me all that I ever did.”

John chapter 4, verse PN.

Her attention has shifted.

Soon people from the town come to Jesus because of her testi-
mony. They listen to Him for themselves and eventually confess 
that He truly is “the Savior of the world.”

The life Jesus gives does not end with the person who receives 
it.

Satisfaction begins creating freedom to love.

Chen another person is no longer required to establish our 
worth, we become freer to serve without needing recognition. 
Chen achievement no longer has to prove that our life is signiW-
cant, we can celebrate someone else's success. Chen possessions 
are no longer our deepest security, generosity becomes more 
possible.

The life we receive from jhrist begins moving outward.

That change does not happen all at once.
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2ld cisterns remain familiar. Under pressure, we may return to 
control, approval, distraction, pleasure, achievement, or what-
ever has given us temporary relief before.

Those moments reveal where our thirst is still being directed.

They can also become invitations to return.

Iepentance is not only turning from obviously destructive be-
havior. Sometimes it is recogni3ing that we have again asked a 
good thing to become our source.

Ce bring that thirst back to Jesus.

Ce do not have to hide it or pretend that we are already full.

Jesus still saysR

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”

The invitation begins with thirst.

Ce come because we need Him.

The life that satisWes is not a life in which every desire has been 
fulWlled, every prayer answered according to our plan, every 
relationship repaired, and every hardship removed. It is a life 
rooted deeply enough in God that those things no longer de-
termine whether life itself is secure.

Ce know the fountain.

Ce know the bread.
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Ce know where to return.

Jesus does not shame thirsty people for being thirsty. He invites 
them to Himself and teaches them to receive what no broken 
cistern can provide.

2ver time, we begin discovering that satisfaction is not found 
by Wnally arranging enough of life around us.

It is found by remaining near the 2ne who is Life.

And that word, remaining, leads directly to the picture Jesus 
gave His disciples on the night before the cross.

A vine and its branches.

The branch does not search for another source.

It remains in the vine.

Jesus gives the invitationR

“Abide in me.”

That is where the story leads next.



Chapter Eight

Abide in Me

On the night before the cross, Jesus gave His disciples a picture 
they could carry with them.

They had spent years walking beside Him. They had heard His 
voice, watched Him heal, eaten at tables with Him, traveled 
dusty roads together, and brought their questions directly to 
Him. Now Jesus was preparing them for a time when their 
relationship with Him would no longer look the way it had 
before.

He spoke about a vine.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.”

John chapter 15, verse 1.

The image would have been familiar. Vineyards were part of 
everyday life, and the Old Testament had sometimes used the 
vine and vineyard to describe Israel. God had planted and cared 
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for His people, yet Israel repeatedly failed to produce the faith-
ful fruit He desired.

Isaiah described a carefully tended vineyard that produced wild 
grapes. Psalm 80 remembered Israel as a vine God had brought 
out of Egypt. The prophets could use the vineyard as an image 
of both God's care and His people's unfaithfulness.

Now Jesus says:

“I am the true vine.”

The life and faithfulness God's people had failed to produce 
perfectly would ultimately be found in Him. Jesus is not simply 
adding another image to His teaching. He is placing Himself at 
the center of the relationship between God and His people.

Then He turns toward His disciples.

“Abide in me, and I in you.”

John chapter 15, verse 4.

To abide means to remain.

The word is simple, but the invitation reaches into the heart of 
the Christian life. Jesus is teaching His disciples that following 
Him will require more than remembering what He once said or 
trying to reproduce what they watched Him do.

They must remain in Him.
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A branch makes the picture easy to understand. Cut a branch 
from a vine and it may still look alive for a while. Its leaves 
may remain green, and from a distance nothing seems to have 
changed.

Yet the branch has been separated from the source supplying its 
life.

Eventually that separation becomes visible. The branch withers, 
and fruit becomes impossible because the branch cannot gen-
erate the life of the vine for itself.

Jesus says:

“As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.”

John chapter 15, verse 4.

The branch receives what it cannot produce.

That takes us back through the biblical story. Creation received 
life from God. Adam received the breath of life. Israel was told 
that the Lord was their life, and the Psalms described God as the 
fountain of life.

Then Jesus came and declared that life is found in Him.

Now the One who is Life tells His disciples how that life is to 
be lived.

Remain in Me.
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The Christian life does not mature beyond dependence. It ma-
tures more deeply into it.

That can feel strange because maturity works diWerently in 
many areas of ordinary life. A child gradually learns to do things 
without a parent's help. A student needs less instruction as 
knowledge grows, and someone learning a skill eventually be-
comes capable of performing it with greater independence.

xe can quietly carry that ezpectation into our relationship with 
God.

At the beginning, we know we need grace. xe know we need 
forgiveness, mercy, Scripture, prayer, and Jesus. But as years 
pass, ezperience can begin replacing dependence.

xe already know the stories.

xe know what a Christian is supposed to do.

xe have made similar decisions before.

xithout reali6ing it, we can begin living as though maturity 
means needing Jesus less.

Prayer becomes less necessary because we believe we already 
understand the situation. Scripture becomes familiar enough 
that we approach it primarily as information we have mastered. 
Decisions begin 7owing mostly from instinct, ezperience, pres-
sure, or preference.

xe may still be doing good things.
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But activity is not the same as abiding.

Jesus keeps bringing His disciples back to the relationship be-
tween the branch and the vine.

“xhoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit.”

John chapter 15, verse 5.

Fruit comes from life.

That does not mean eWort has no place in following Jesus. His 
disciples are called to obey, forgive, serve, pray, give, resist temp-
tation, love enemies, care for people, and bear witness to the 
gospel. The New Testament is 9lled with commands requiring 
real decisions and faithful action.

Our eWort matters.

It simply cannot become the source.

A branch does not strain until it creates the life of the vine. It 
remains connected to the vine, receives life from it, and bears 
the fruit that living connection makes possible.

The same is true spiritually.

xe cannot pressure ourselves into becoming like Jesus. xe can 
control behavior for a while, develop routines, learn Christian 
language, and become skilled at appearing patient, generous, 
faithful, or spiritually mature.
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Outward discipline can be helpful.

It cannot create the life of Christ.

Transformation reaches deeper. Jesus renews the mind, re-
shapes desires, ezposes what is false, softens what has become 
hard, and teaches His people to love what He loves. Over time, 
what He is forming within begins becoming visible in the way 
we live.

A person who once needed to win every argument becomes 
more willing to listen. Someone ruled by approval becomes freer 
to do what is faithful even when no one applauds. A parent 
becomes slower to anger, a leader less defensive, and a person 
carrying an old wound begins taking di?cult steps toward for-
giveness.

These changes may not seem dramatic when measured one day 
at a time.

Over years, they become a life.

Jesus says the Father is actively involved in that formation.

“Every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit.”

John chapter 15, verse 2.

Pruning involves removal. A gardener cuts away what interferes 
with healthy growth so that the vine can become more fruitful. 
Jesus uses the image to describe the Father's purposeful care for 
people who already belong to Him.
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That does not give us permission to label every painful event as 
a speci9c act of pruning from God.

A relationship may end, a door may close, health may change, or 
a plan may fail. xe live in a world still touched by sin, weakness, 
human decisions, and circumstances we cannot always ezplain. 
Scripture does not require us to assign a precise divine reason to 
every loss.

But Scripture does assure us that the Father is not absent from 
the formation of His children.

There are times when di?culty ezposes what comfort allowed 
us to overlook. Pressure can reveal where trust is thin, while loss 
may uncover how deeply our identity had become attached to 
something temporary. God can use even painful circumstances 
to deepen faith, reshape desire, and produce greater faithfulness.

In those seasons, abiding becomes especially important.

The disciples were about to learn this 9rsthand. xithin hours 
of hearing Jesus speak about the vine, they would watch Him 
arrested. Their ezpectations would collapse, fear would scatter 
them, Peter would deny Him, and the One they believed was 
the Messiah would be cruci9ed.

Nothing about those hours would look fruitful.

Yet the relationship Jesus had described was still real.

They would need to remain.
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Faith sometimes means staying near Christ when we cannot 
yet understand what He is doing. xe bring confusion to Him, 
continue listening to His words, and obey what has become 
clear while trusting Him with what remains hidden.

That kind of remaining is not passive resignation.

It is trust.

Jesus also connects abiding with His words.

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish.”

John chapter 15, verse E.

His words are meant to remain within His disciples because 
abiding is not a vague spiritual feeling. The voice of Jesus gives 
shape to the relationship. xe know the Christ in whom we 
abide through the truth He has spoken.

This gives Scripture an essential place in discipleship.

xe do not read the Bible merely to complete a religious obliga-
tion or collect information. xe receive God's xord so that His 
truth can shape the way we see, desire, choose, and live.

Over time, Scripture begins living closer to the surface.

A word of Jesus returns when anger rises. A promise steadies 
us when fear begins taking control, and a command confronts 
us when temptation makes another path look attractive. The 
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stories of God's faithfulness help us remember what is true 
when circumstances make faith di?cult.

His words remain in us.

Jesus also connects abiding with prayer. His promise about 
asking is not a blank check for any desire a person happens to 
have. It comes within a relationship where the disciple remains 
in Jesus and His words increasingly shape what the disciple loves 
and seeks.

Abiding changes what we ask for because abiding changes us.

Prayer becomes part of living openly before God. xe bring 
desire, fear, gratitude, confession, grief, uncertainty, and hope 
into relationship with the Father. xe ask boldly while learning 
to want what re7ects the heart of Christ.

Jesus then connects abiding directly with obedience.

“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love.”

John chapter 15, verse 10.

He is not teaching His disciples to earn His love.

By this point in the evening, Jesus has already loved them, served 
them, washed their feet, called them His own, and prepared to 
give His life for them. Obedience grows inside a relationship 
already established by His grace.

Love responds.
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xhen we trust Jesus, His words carry authority. xe cannot 
claim to remain close to Him while deliberately protecting bit-
terness He tells us to release. xe cannot speak about abiding 
while choosing dishonesty, greed, sezual unfaithfulness, con-
tempt, or indiWerence toward people He commands us to love.

Relationship with Jesus is never directionless.

His life forms obedience in us.

Then Jesus identi9es the command He especially wants His 
disciples to hear.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.”

John chapter 15, verse 12.

The life of the vine becomes visible in love.

This protects abiding from becoming a private spiritual ezpe-
rience concerned mainly with how close we feel to God. Jesus 
is forming people who increasingly love the way He loves, and 
that love reaches spouses, children, friends, coworkers, neigh-
bors, strangers, di?cult people, and brothers and sisters in the 
Church.

The branch bears fruit for more than itself.

The life it receives becomes visible in what it produces.

Jesus also connects abiding with Goy.
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“These things I have spoken to you, that my Goy may be in you, 
and that your Goy may be full.”

John chapter 15, verse 11.

The timing of those words is remarkable. Jesus speaks of full Goy 
on the night before His cruci9zion.

His Goy cannot therefore depend upon escaping di?culty.

Jesus lives in communion with the Father, remains faithful to 
His calling, and loves His disciples even as the cross approaches. 
The Goy He oWers must be deeper than favorable circumstances.

He wants His Goy to be in them.

That kind of life develops over time.

Fruit grows.

Most of us prefer immediate transformation. xhen God ez-
poses impatience, fear, envy, pride, anger, sel9shness, or another 
destructive pattern, we may want one prayer or one decision to 
remove it permanently.

Sometimes God does bring sudden and dramatic change.

Often He forms us through repeated faithfulness.

xe return to Jesus when we drift. xe confess when sin is ez-
posed, receive grace, listen again to His xord, and take another 
step of obedience. The same relationship continues forming us 
through years of ordinary decisions.
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There is a quiet steadiness to abiding.

That steadiness can include practices such as Scripture, prayer, 
worship, confession, rest, and life with other believers. These 
practices do not produce Christ's life within us, but they can 
help us remain attentive and responsive to the One who does.

That distinction is important.

Spiritual practices can become another place where perfor-
mance enters. xe begin counting how consistently we read, 
how long we prayed, how disciplined we have become, or how 
much ministry we are doing. Practices meant to help us receive 
from Jesus can slowly become evidence we use to prove our-
selves.

The practice is not the source.

Jesus is.

Scripture helps us hear Him. Prayer turns our attention toward 
Him. Confession brings what is hidden into His light, worship 
directs our loves toward God, and Christian community helps 
us remain faithful when we are tempted to drift.

They serve relationship.

They cannot replace it.

This becomes especially important during spiritually dry sea-
sons. There will be times when prayer feels meaningful and 
times when words seem di?cult. Scripture may grip us deeply 
in one season and feel ordinary in another.
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Our emotions change.

Christ does not.

The branch does not remain connected to the vine because it 
feels connected. Its life depends upon the reality of the relation-
ship. In the same way, our con9dence rests upon Christ rather 
than the strength of our spiritual emotions on a particular day.

Feelings are real, and they should not be ignored. Joy, sorrow, 
peace, longing, frustration, and delight all belong within our 
relationship with God. But feelings cannot become the foun-
dation upon which we decide whether Jesus is faithful.

He is the foundation.

This frees us from another temptation.

Comparison.

Branches do not all bear ezactly the same fruit at ezactly the 
same moment. God's people have diWerent gifts, responsibili-
ties, personalities, histories, strengths, weaknesses, and seasons 
of life. Visible results in another person's life do not become the 
standard by which we determine whether Christ is faithfully at 
work in ours.

Jesus gives His disciples a more important concern.

Remain in Him.

Let His words remain in you.
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Obey Him.

Love one another.

Bear fruit that brings glory to the Father.

This is also where abiding reaches beyond personal growth.

Jesus says, “By this my Father is glori9ed, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

John chapter 15, verse 8.

Fruit ultimately points beyond the branch.

A changed life is not meant to draw attention primarily toward 
the disciple who has become more patient, generous, coura-
geous, faithful, or loving. The fruit reveals the goodness of the 
One supplying the life.

The Father is glori9ed.

That protects spiritual growth from becoming another proGect 
centered on ourselves.

xe want to become like Jesus because we belong to Him 
and because His life displayed through ordinary people makes 
something of God visible in the world. Love, holiness, mer-
cy, courage, faithfulness, and truth become signs that another 
source is at work.

Jesus then gives His disciples another reason they will need to 
remain.
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The world will not always welcome the life He is producing.

After speaking about love and fruit, Jesus warns that His disci-
ples will face opposition. If the world hated Him, they should 
not be surprised when faithfulness to Him brings reGection.

Abiding is therefore not merely preparation for peaceful mo-
ments.

It sustains us when following Jesus becomes costly.

The branch needs the vine when fruit is visible.

It needs the vine when pruning hurts.

It needs the vine when the season feels dry.

It needs the vine when opposition comes.

The answer does not change with the circumstances.

Remain.

At the heart of abiding is the truth we have followed through 
this entire story.

xe are not the source.

Jesus is.

The branch receives life from the vine, and the believer receives 
life from Christ. xhat is received inwardly eventually becomes 
visible outwardly as fruit.
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But the disciples were about to face an important question.

How would they remain with Jesus when He was no longer 
walking physically beside themH

They had listened to His voice with their  ears.  They had 
watched Him with their eyes and followed Him down actual 
roads. Soon He would die, rise, and return to the Father.

Jesus had already begun answering that concern.

He told them about the Helper.

The Spirit of truth.

The One who was with them and would be in them.

The Spirit would teach, remind, testify about Jesus, guide His 
people, and empower them for the work Christ was giving them 
to do.

Abiding would not depend upon the disciples keeping Jesus 
close through memory or determination alone.

God would give His Spirit.

The life of the vine would become life in the Spirit.

That is where the story leads nezt.



Chapter Nine

Life in the Spirit

Jesus knew His disciples were troubled.

They had spent years following Him from town to town. They 
heard His voice, watched Him heal, brought Him their ques-
tions, and learned to depend upon His presence. When they 
were confused, Jesus was there to teach them. When they were 
frightened, He was close enough to speak peace.

Now He was telling them He was leaving.

On the night before the cross, Jesus spoke openly about His 
return to the Father. The disciples did not yet understand every-
thing that was about to happen, but they understood enough 
to know that life with Jesus was changing.

How could they continue without Him standing beside them?

Jesus answered with a promise.

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 
with you forever.”
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John chapter 14, verse 16.

Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit.

He called Him the Helper and the Spirit of truth. He promised 
that the Spirit would teach His disciples, bring His words to 
remembrance, bear witness about Him, guide them into truth, 
and remain with His people.

Then Jesus said:

“You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.”

John chapter 14, verse 17.

Those words reach back into the promises of the prophets.

Ezekiel had spoken of a day when God would give His people 
a new heart and put His Spirit within them. Joel had promised 
that God would pour out His Spirit upon sons and daughters, 
young and old, even servants. Jeremiah had looked toward a 
covenant in which God's law would be written upon the heart.

Jesus was telling His disciples that those promises were ap-
proaching fulPllment.

The Holy Spirit was not appearing for the Prst time.

He had been active throughout the biblical story. Genesis opens 
with the Spirit of God hovering over the waters. The Spirit em-
powered people for particular assignments, came upon leaders, 
inspired prophets, and carried forward the purposes of God 
among His people.
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The prophets were therefore not promising that an absent Spirit 
would Pnally arrive.

They were promising a new covenant work of the Spirit among 
and within God's people.

That distinction is important. Under the old covenant, the 
Spirit was truly present and active, but the prophets looked 
toward a day when God would pour out His Spirit broadly 
upon His people and place His Spirit within them. Jesus now 
prepares His disciples for that promised reality.

The Spirit is also more than divine power.

He teaches.

He speaks.

He leads.

He can be grieved.

He bears witness.

Throughout the New Testament, the Holy Spirit acts person-
ally because He is not an impersonal force believers learn to use. 
He is the Spirit of God, given by the Father through the Son, 
present and active among God's people.

Jesus said something else about His ministry.

“He will glorify me.”

John chapter 16, verse 14.
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The Spirit draws attention toward Ahrist.

He does not compete with Jesus or lead believers beyond Jesus 
into some supposedly deeper spiritual life. He reveals Ahrist, 
reminds the disciples of His words, forms His character within 
His people, and empowers them to bear witness to Him.

Life in the Spirit is life centered upon Jesus.

Bfter the resurrection, that promise moved closer to fulPllment.

Jesus told His disciples to remain in Jerusalem and wait for what 
the Father had promised. Then He reminded them of words 
John the 5aptist had spoken earlier:

“You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.”

Bcts chapter 1, verse x.

B few verses later, Jesus e3plained the purpose of that promised 
power.

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses.”

Bcts chapter 1, verse 8.

The Spirit would empower the mission of Jesus.

The disciples were being sent into a world larger than their 
ability. They would bear witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and eventually to the ends of the earth. The people Jesus was 
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sending were ordinary men and women, and the mission placed 
before them could never be carried by courage, personality, or-
ganization, or human determination alone.

They needed the power of the Spirit.

Bcts chapter 0 records what happened.

The believers were gathered together when a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind Plled the house. Tongues as of Pre ap-
peared among them, and they were Plled with the Holy Spirit. 
Luke tells us that they “began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.”

Bcts chapter 0, verse 4.

B crowd gathered, and Reter stood to e3plain what was happen-
ing.

“This is what was uttered through the prophet Joel.”

Bcts chapter 0, verse 16.

God was pouring out His Spirit.

The same Reter who had recently denied knowing Jesus now 
stood publicly and proclaimed the cruciPed and risen Ahrist. 
Thousands heard the message, were cut to the heart, repented, 
were baptized, and entered the community of believers.

The Spirit gave power for witness.
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Bcts continues showing this empowering work as the gospel 
moves outward. When the Spirit was poured out upon Aor-
nelius and his household, Jewish believers heard them speaking 
in tongues and praising God. In Ephesus, disciples received the 
Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues and prophesied.

The book of Bcts gives us a church that e3pects the Spirit of 
God to act.

That e3pectation should not be separated from the life believers 
have already received in Ahrist. The Spirit is at work in new 
birth, and everyone who truly belongs to Jesus belongs to Him 
by the Spirit. Raul says plainly, “Bnyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Ahrist does not belong to him.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 2.

Bt the same time, Bcts teaches believers to seek and receive the 
empowering fullness of the Spirit for the mission Jesus has given 
them.

New birth and empowerment belong together without being 
confused.

The Spirit gives life.

Bnd the Spirit gives power to bear witness to the One who is 
Life.

That keeps the work of the Spirit from becoming self-focused.

Spiritual power is not given so Ahristians can feel superior, ap-
pear more impressive, or collect unusual e3periences. Jesus con-
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nects the Spirit's power with witness. The Spirit equips ordinary 
people to proclaim Ahrist, serve faithfully, cross boundaries, 
endure opposition, and participate in the mission of God.

Rentecost was dramatic.

5ut its purpose was larger than the moment.

The gospel began moving outward.

The Spirit also brings believers into the lived reality of their 
relationship with the Father.

Raul writes:

“God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
!Bbba’ Father’j”

Galatians chapter 4, verse 6.

Ahristian faith is therefore more than agreeing with statements 
about God. Through the Son, we have been reconciled to the 
Father, and through the Spirit we know ourselves as people who 
have been brought into His family.

Raul develops this beautifully in 9omans chapter 8.

The chapter begins with freedom.

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Ahrist Jesus.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 1.
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Then Raul writes:

“For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Ahrist Jesus 
from the law of sin and death.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 0.

The Spirit is connected directly with life.

The biblical movement we have been following has reached an-
other important moment. God gave life in creation. Sin brought 
death, the prophets promised renewal, and Jesus came as the 
One in whom life is found.

Now the Spirit of life dwells in those who belong to Ahrist.

God has not simply forgiven His people and sent them away 
with instructions.

He has come near.

This is why the New Testament can describe believers as temples 
of the Holy Spirit. Raul tells the Aorinthians that the Spirit 
dwells within them, and elsewhere he describes the gathered 
people of God together as a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Temple language once pointed toward the place associated with 
God's covenant presence among Israel.

Now that language is applied to His people.

God dwells within believers.



LIFE IN THE SRI9IT 10x

Bnd God forms believers together into a people in whom His 
presence is known.

Life in the Spirit is deeply personal without becoming private.

9omans 8 also shows that the Spirit does more than assure us 
of God's presence.

He changes how we live.

Raul contrasts living according to the Desh with living according 
to the Spirit. The word Desh does not mean that the physical 
body itself is evil. God created bodies, Ahrist took on a body, 
Jesus rose bodily, and believers await the resurrection of their 
bodies.

Raul is describing a way of life ruled by fallen human desire apart 
from submission to God.

That way remains familiar.

Self-protection can feel natural.

Rride can feel KustiPed.

Bnger can appear righteous simply because it is ours.

Gesire can demand satisfaction, while fear can quietly begin 
making decisions for us.

The Spirit forms another way.

Raul writes:
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“If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 1‘.

The language holds divine work and human response together.

We put sin to death.

We do it by the Spirit.

Ahristian transformation is neither self-powered striving nor 
spiritual passivity. The Spirit works within God's people, and 
God's people actively respond to His work.

That means the presence of the Spirit can never become an 
e3cuse for remaining comfortable with sin. We cannot know-
ingly feed bitterness, lust, dishonesty, greed, pride, or another 
destructive pattern while saying we are simply waiting for God 
to change us.

The Spirit who gives life also leads toward holiness.

He does not make obedience unnecessary.

He makes a new kind of obedience possible.

Raul e3presses this through another image in Galatians:

“Walk by the Spirit.”

Galatians chapter x, verse 16.
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Walking suggests direction and movement. B life is formed 
through steps taken repeatedly over time. We respond when sin 
is e3posed, bring decisions beneath the truth of God, resist de-
sires that would rule us, and choose what reDects the character 
of Ahrist.

These choices do not create the Spirit's life.

They respond to it.

Then Raul describes what begins growing from that life.

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, Koy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”

Galatians chapter x, verses 00 and 0‘.

Jesus had already spoken about fruit when He described the 
vine and branches.

Fruit grows because there is life.

Raul does not call these qualities the fruit of human determina-
tion. He calls them the fruit of the Spirit because God is at work 
forming the character of Ahrist within His people.

Yet the fruit appears in real human lives.

Love changes the way we treat someone who is diHcult.

Ratience changes the way we respond when circumstances 
refuse to move at our preferred pace.

Iindness reaches the words we use.
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Faithfulness remains when quitting would be easier.

Self-control says no when desire wants to become master.

The Spirit's work begins within, but it does not remain hidden.

He forms people who increasingly look like Jesus.

Some of that work may happen dramatically. Bcts records mira-
cles, prophetic direction, bold proclamation, supernatural gifts, 
and moments when the power of God is unmistakable.

The same Spirit also produces patience.

5oth belong to His work.

We should not choose between the power of the Spirit and the 
character of the Spirit. The New Testament gives us both. The 
Spirit empowers witness and distributes gifts for ministry, while 
also forming holiness and Ahristlike fruit within the people He 
empowers.

Rower without character can become destructive.

Aharacter without dependence upon the Spirit can become 
another form of human eJort.

God intends His people to live by the Spirit in both.

The Spirit also leads God's people.

Bcts  repeatedly  shows  Him  directing  the  mission  of  the 
Ahurch. He speaks, sends, redirects, and guides believers as the 
gospel moves into new places.
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Yet spiritual guidance requires discernment.

Not every thought that enters our minds comes from God. Not 
every strong emotion is the voice of the Spirit, and not every 
opportunity that appears is necessarily His direction.

The Spirit of truth does not lead contrary to the truth God has 
revealed.

If an impression leads toward pride, deception, greed, se3u-
al unfaithfulness, revenge, contempt, or something Scripture 
clearly calls sin, we do not need to wonder whether the Spirit 
is leading us there.

God has already spoken.

The Spirit does not contradict the Word He inspired.

There are other decisions where Scripture does not tell us which 
Kob to take, what city to live in, which opportunity to pursue, or 
e3actly when to act. In those places we can pray, seek wisdom, 
listen, invite counsel, and trust God while making faithful de-
cisions.

Life in the Spirit is not constant fear that one missed signal will 
destroy God's purposes for us.

It is a life increasingly yielded to Him.

9omans 8 also gives comfort when our weakness is more obvi-
ous than our strength.
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Raul says the Spirit helps us in our weakness because sometimes 
“we do not know what to pray for as we ought.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 06.

There are seasons when words come easily.

There are others when grief is too heavy, fear is too tangled, or 
circumstances are too confusing to organize into a clear prayer.

The Spirit is still present.

Our relationship with God does not depend upon our ability to 
pray perfectly.

The Spirit also bears witness that we are children of God. He 
reminds us that our relationship with the Father rests upon 
what Ahrist has accomplished rather than the strength of our 
performance on a particular day.

This is deeply important because life in the Spirit does not 
remove struggle.

9omans chapter 8 is Plled with hope, but it is also Plled with 
groaning, weakness, suJering, waiting, and a creation that still 
longs for redemption. Raul is not describing believers who have 
escaped the consequences of living in a fallen world.

He describes people who have God's presence within it.

Then he points toward the future.
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“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Ahrist Jesus from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies.”

9omans chapter 8, verse 11.

The Spirit dwelling within believers connects present life with 
future resurrection.

5odies still age.

Ahristians still become sick.

Unless Jesus returns Prst, believers still die.

5ut mortality does not have the Pnal word because the Spirit 
within us is the Spirit of the God who raises the dead.

Rresent life and future resurrection belong together.

The Spirit gives us a real e3perience of God's life now while 
pointing us toward the fullness still to come. His presence is 
both gift and promise.

God is with His people now.

Bnd resurrection is coming.

The disciples did not have to reproduce Jesus from memory 
after He returned to the Father.

They had His words.

They had His commands.
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They had His e3ample.

Bnd they had His Spirit.

The One Jesus promised had come.

The Spirit gave them power.

He formed them into witnesses.

He brought them into deeper assurance of their relationship 
with the Father.

He produced fruit.

He led them toward holiness and truth.

He helped them in weakness.

Bnd He carried within His presence the promise that death 
itself would one day be defeated.

This is life in the Spirit.

It is not an optional spiritual accessory for a small group of 
unusually devoted Ahristians. Every follower of Jesus depends 
upon the Spirit for the life God gives, and Jesus invites His 
people to receive the Spirit's empowering fullness for the work 
He has called them to do.

We cannot manufacture His life.

We cannot manufacture His power.
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We receive.

Then we respond.

The Spirit has been given.

Now we must learn what it looks like to walk with Him through 
the ordinary hours of an ordinary life.

That is where the story leads ne3t.



Chapter Ten

Living From His Life

The Spirit has been given.

That truth is foundational, but eventually it reaches a very or-
dinary question. If Christ is our life and His Spirit dwells within 
us, what does that mean on a Tuesday morning when the alarm 
sounds, the calendar is full, someone needs us, work is waiting, 
and nothing about the day feels especially spiritual?

Most of life happens there.

We wake up, get ready, care for children, go to work, answer 
messages, solve problems, prepare meals, pay bills, make de-
cisions, sit in traPc, carry responsibilities, and move through 
routines we have repeated hundreds of times. There are mo-
ments set aside for worship and prayer, but much of life happens 
between those moments.

The life of Christ is meant to reach all of it.

:aul writesL
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JTherefore, as you received Christ ”esus the Vord, so walk in 
him.2

Colossians chapter 6, verse B.

The way we continue with ”esus grows from the way we began 
with Him.

We received Christ.

We did not create salvation, earn reconciliation, or make our-
selves spiritually alive. We came to ”esus with nothing capable 
of rescuing us and received what only grace could give.

The Christian life continues from that same dependence.

We receive before we respond.

That does not mean we become passive. :aul tells believers to 
walk faithfully, put sin to death, renew their minds, pray, serve, 
forgive, give, endure, and pursue what is good. ”esus calls His 
disciples to real obedience.

Uut obedience grows from life already received.

We do not obey in order to persuade Christ to become our life. 
We obey because He already is.

That distinction can change the way we enter an ordinary day.

Many of us wake up already carrying tomorrow. Uefore our 
feet reach the &oor, our minds are moving toward un8nished 
work, 8nancial concerns, family needs, diPcult conversations, 
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decisions that must be made, or problems we do not yet know 
how to solve.

Oesponsibility is good. Fod has entrusted us with people to 
love, work to do, decisions to make, and resources to stew-
ard. The trouble begins when responsibility quietly turns into 
self-reliance and we begin living as though everything 8nally 
depends upon us.

”esus gives another invitation.

JCome to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.2

Matthew chapter 33, verse 6z.

The invitation begins with a :erson.

”esus does not 8rst oxer the weary a better system for managing 
pressure. He says, JCome to me.2 Then He tells them to take 
His yoke and learn from Him because He is gentle and lowly in 
heart.

' yoke was connected with work, which means ”esus is not 
inviting people into inactivity. He is inviting them to learn 
another way of carrying life. There is still movement, respon-
sibility, obedience, and work, but it is life carried under His 
leadership rather than apart from Him.

That gives Christian rest a deeper meaning.

Sometimes the most faithful thing we can do is physically rest. 
Human bodies have limits, and ”esus Himself slept, ate, with-



VINIGF ROEM HIS VIR1 359

drew from crowds, and made space for prayer. We should not 
spiritualije e4haustion until neglecting our bodies begins to 
look holy.

Uut the rest ”esus oxers reaches beneath sleep.

It is the rest of no longer trying to be our own savior.

We do not have to hold the future together. We do not have to 
control every outcome, manufacture our own worth, or make 
ourselves acceptable to Fod through constant performance. We 
can work faithfully without asking work to tell us who we are.

We carry responsibility as creatures rather than sovereigns.

That requires trust because much of life remains outside our 
control. 'nother person0s choices are not ours to manage. 
Health can change, plans can fail, opportunities can disappear, 
and circumstances can turn in directions we did not e4pect.

Self-reliance tries to eliminate uncertainty.

Raith learns to obey Fod within it.

Viving from Christ begins, in part, by becoming attentive to 
what is happening within us. ”esus repeatedly told people to 
hear, watch, and remain awake. His words remind us that it is 
possible to move quickly through a day while paying very little 
attention to what is shaping our hearts.

'ttentiveness helps us recognije when anger is beginning to 
lead, when fear is driving a decision, or when control has be-
come more important than trust. We begin noticing the temp-
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tation before we have followed it very far. We become more 
aware of the person in front of us instead of being consumed 
only with the problem in our minds.

This is not constant self-analysis.

It is learning to live awake before Fod.

:aul speaks about this kind of direction in Oomans chapter z. 
He says, JTo set the mind on the &esh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace.2

Oomans chapter z, verse B.

Eur attention has direction.

When fear receives our continual attention, more and more of 
life begins to look threatening. When comparison 8lls the mind, 
another person0s success can begin to feel like our loss. When 
resentment is rehearsed repeatedly, an old wound can remain 
emotionally present long after the event itself has passed.

The Spirit leads us toward what is true.

Scripture is essential in that process because the Uible gives us a 
way to see realities we might otherwise misunderstand. It reveals 
who Fod is, what sin does, what grace has accomplished, what 
love looks like, where wisdom leads, and what future has been 
promised through Christ.

The Spirit does not lead us away from the Word Fod has given.

He uses truth to form us.
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' passage remembered in the right moment can interrupt an 
old response. JUe quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger2 
can slow a conversation before words become destructive. ”esus0 
command not to be an4ious about tomorrow can confront a 
mind racing into circumstances that have not happened.

The Word can also e4pose us. J's the Vord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive2 reaches resentment we may have learned 
to Dustify. Scripture brings the life we confess on Sunday into 
the decisions we make when obedience becomes costly.

We are not reading simply to 8nish a chapter.

We are learning to hear Fod.

:rayer keeps that relationship open through the day.

:aul tells believers to Jpray without ceasing2 in Rirst Thessa-
lonians chapter “, verse 39. He cannot mean that Christians 
must speak words of prayer every second. :eople sleep, work, 
listen, think, converse, and carry responsibilities that require 
attention.

The command points toward a life continually turned toward 
Fod.

There are intentional times of prayer that should not be lost. 
”esus withdrew to pray, the early church gathered for prayer, 
and :aul repeatedly asked believers to pray about speci8c needs. 
We need moments when other things are set aside and our 
attention is deliberately given to Fod.
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Uut prayer can also become woven through ordinary life.

Uefore a diPcult conversation, we can ask for wisdom. When 
irritation rises, we can ask for patience. Food news can become 
gratitude, another person0s need can become intercession, and 
fear can be brought back to the Rather before it grows into 
control.

:rayer becomes part of living the day before Fod.

That does not make every moment spiritually intense. ' faith-
ful relationship is not measured by constant emotional intensi-
ty, and our relationship with Fod is no dixerent. There will be 
times when His presence feels especially near and times when 
we simply trust what He has promised.

We do not have to manufacture a feeling of Fod0s presence.

He is faithful when our emotions are quiet.

That protects us from making spiritual e4perience our source. 
:owerful e4periences with Fod can be genuine gifts, and Scrip-
ture records moments when people were overwhelmed by His 
glory, 8lled with Doy, given supernatural gifts, or deeply aware of 
His presence.

We should welcome what Fod gives.

Uut we seek Fod rather than chasing a feeling.

The Spirit may be working powerfully when very little feels 
dramatic. He may be forming patience through an e4hausting 
season, faithfulness through repetitive work, humility through 
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correction, or trust while an important prayer remains unan-
swered.

Some of the deepest formation happens quietly.

This is where obedience becomes essential.

”esus connects love with keeping His commands. The Spirit 
leads us into truth, but once something has become clear, con-
tinued re&ection cannot become a substitute for doing what 
”esus has said.

Sometimes the ne4t faithful step is already known.

If we have sinned against someone, we may need to confess it. 
If bitterness has been protected, forgiveness may need to begin. 
If a pattern continually feeds temptation, wisdom may require 
removing access to what keeps strengthening it.

Vove may require action when another person needs help and 
we are able to respond.

There are moments when we do not need another sign.

We need to obey.

:aul saysL

JIf we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.2

Falatians chapter “, verse 6“.

The picture is movement.
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We do not usually see an entire lifetime of obedience at once. 
We see the conversation in front of us, today0s decision, the 
temptation that has appeared again, or the opportunity to tell 
the truth, show kindness, practice patience, and trust Fod with 
something we cannot control.

' life takes shape through those steps.

This is also where surrender becomes practical.

We sometimes imagine surrender only as a dramatic moment at 
an altar when everything is given to Fod at once. There can be 
moments like that, and Fod sometimes brings us to decisions 
that redirect the course of our lives.

Much of surrender happens quietly.

We surrender when we release the need to control another per-
son0s response. We surrender when we accept a limit we wish 
were dixerent, obey before we know how the outcome will un-
fold, or stop insisting that Fod follow the plan we have already 
written for Him.

”esus shows us surrender most clearly in Fethsemane.

Racing the cross, He did not pretend the suxering before Him 
was easy. He brought His anguish openly before the Rather and 
prayed, JGot my will, but yours, be done.2

Vuke chapter 66, verse E6.

Christian surrender grows from trust in the Rather ”esus re-
vealed.
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We are not surrendering to an indixerent Fod.

We are entrusting ourselves to the Rather who gave His Son for 
us.

That will not make every circumstance understandable. Some 
questions remain unanswered for a long time, and some may 
remain unanswered in this life. Trust does not require complete 
understanding before obedience becomes possible.

It gives us Someone to trust while understanding remains in-
complete.

Viving from Christ also changes the way we respond when we 
fail.

' life built upon performance has to hide failure. We defend 
ourselves, make e4cuses, withdraw from Fod, or attempt to 
repair our spiritual record before coming near because failure 
threatens the identity we have constructed.

The gospel teaches us another movement.

We return.

”ohn writesL

JIf we confess our sins, he is faithful and Dust to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.2

Rirst ”ohn chapter 3, verse C.

Confession is not evidence that the Christian life has collapsed.



”1SAS 7 VIR13EE

It belongs to the Christian life.

We bring what is false into Fod0s light because Christ has al-
ready opened the way for sinners to come near. We take respon-
sibility for what we have done, receive His forgiveness, make 
things right where possible, and continue walking.

Frace gives us courage to be honest.

It keeps us from e4cusing sin, and it keeps us from believing 
that failure has placed us beyond mercy. We repent because sin 
is serious, and we return because Christ is faithful.

Ever time, returning becomes familiar.

We recognije self-reliance sooner. We notice when fear has be-
gun controlling the imagination, when pride has made us de-
fensive, or when resentment is beginning to shape the way we 
see someone.

Then we turn again toward ”esus.

Christian maturity is not reaching a place where we never need 
to return.

It is learning the way back quickly.

That gives the Christian life a kind of simplicity without mak-
ing it easy. We do not need to master an endless collection of 
spiritual techniques. We remain responsive to ”esus through the 
Spirit He has given.

We hear His Word.
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We bring our lives before Him in prayer.

We obey what He has made clear.

We surrender what we cannot control.

We confess when we sin.

'nd we receive grace again.

The path may still lead into diPcult places. Vife with Christ 
does not promise comfort, and the Spirit led the 8rst disciples 
into mission, generosity, sacri8ce, opposition, forgiveness, and 
costly love.

Uut ”esus does not call us into those places empty-handed.

The life He calls us to live is the life He supplies.

:aul understood that relationship between grace and exort. 
Vooking back over his ministry, he wroteL

JI worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of Fod that is with me.2

Rirst Corinthians chapter 3“, verse 3F.

:aul worked.

'nd grace was at work.

He did not treat those truths as enemies. Fod0s grace did not 
make :aul passive, and :aul0s hard work did not make grace 
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unnecessary. He acted faithfully because Fod was at work in 
and through him.

That is a mature picture of living from Christ.

We participate fully while depending completely.

We pray and act. We rest and work, receive grace and practice 
discipline, trust Fod0s power and take responsibility for what 
He has placed in our hands.

The dependence does not diminish obedience.

It makes faithful obedience possible.

1ventually that hidden life becomes visible.

:eople may never know about the quiet prayer before a diPcult 
conversation. They may not see the moment when we surren-
dered anger, confessed pride, asked the Spirit for wisdom, or 
chose not to return to an old pattern.

They e4perience what grows from those moments.

They encounter greater patience.

They hear truth spoken with love.

They e4perience generosity, faithfulness, forgiveness, gentle-
ness, courage, and self-control from a person who is slowly 
being formed by ”esus.

The hidden life with Christ begins shaping the visible life before 
others.
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That is how His life moves through ours.

We do not disappear. Eur personalities are not erased, and our 
choices remain real. We work, create, think, lead, serve, love, and 
carry the particular responsibilities Fod has entrusted to us.

Uut we no longer have to do those things as though we were the 
source of the life required to do them faithfully.

Christ is our life.

His Spirit is within us.

Frace is at work.

'nd we learn to walk.

The invitation that began with ”esus continues into ordinary 
days. Come to Him when weary. Oeceive His Word. Oemain 
near. Walk by the Spirit. Ebey what He says and return when 
you wander.

'gain and again, He teaches us dependence.

The world often imagines strength as needing less.

”esus teaches us to remain close enough to receive.

'nd that life was never meant to stop with us.

The Spirit does not form isolated disciples who know Christ 
only for themselves. He forms a people whose relationships, 
generosity, forgiveness, worship, service, and shared witness 
make the life of ”esus visible together.
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Christ lives in us.

Gow He teaches us to live with one another.

That is where the story leads ne4t.



Chapter Eleven

Life Together

When the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost, the visible 
result was not a collection of isolated Christians having private 
experiences with God.

A people began to form.

Peter proclaimed the cruciJed and risen -esus, thousands reL
sponded, and kuTe immediately tells us what these new believL
ers did with the life they had received. 'hey gathered around the 
apostles“ teaching, fellowship, the breaTing of bread, and prayer.

”And they devoted themselves to the apostles“ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaTing of bread and the prayers.2

Acts chapter 4, verse E4.

'he life of Christ brought them together.

'his should not surprise us. -esus had spent His ministry gathL
ering people around Himself. He called disciples individually, 
but He did not leave them as isolated individuals.
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He formed a community.

'hey traveled together, ate together, learned together, served 
together, misunderstood one another, failed one another, and 
watched -esus together. 'heir relationship with Him was perL
sonal, but from the beginning it was also shared.

'hat pattern continued after the resurrection.

'he Spirit who dwells within believers also zoins believers into 
one body. Paul tells the Corinthians, ”1or in one Spirit we were 
all baptiDed into one body.2 qiBerent bacTgrounds, histories, 
abilities, personalities, and gifts are gathered beneath one kord.

Christ does not simply save individuals who happen to occupy 
the same room on Sunday.

He forms a people.

'hat does not mean every Christian relationship will become 
eOually close. -esus Himself ministered to crowds, called twelve 
apostles, and shared particular moments with Peter, -ames, and 
-ohn. Scripture maTes room for diBerent levels of friendship, 
responsibility, and closeness.

Rut it does not give us a picture of mature discipleship without 
meaningful relationship with other believers.

kife in Christ creates life together.

Acts gives us an early picture of what that shared life looTed liTe. 
'he believers worshiped, learned the apostles“ teaching, prayed, 
opened their homes, shared meals, and responded when needs 
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arose among them. Some even sold possessions or property so 
resources could be distributed to those who lacTed what they 
needed.

'heir faith changed the way they held what they owned.

Possessions had not suddenly become evil. 'hese believers still 
lived in homes, worTed, ate, raised families, and used material 
resources. What changed was their willingness to see what God 
had entrusted to them as something that could become an exL
pression of love.

Another person“s need could become their concern.

Sometimes that Tind of generosity involves money. At other 
times it may involve food, transportation, a sTill, a place to stay, 
help with children, a connection, an afternoon of worT, or the 
willingness to remain beside someone during a di6cult season.

Shared life maTes love tangible.

kuTe also tells us that the early believers shared meals. 'hat can 
seem liTe a small detail beside miracles, preaching, and thouL
sands of conversions, but Scripture mentions the table repeatL
edly because ordinary life has always been part of how God“s 
people Tnow one another.

-esus had already shown His disciples this. He ate with sinners 
and tax collectors, received hospitality from friends, fed hungry 
crowds, shared the Passover with His disciples, and ate with 
them again after the resurrection.
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'ables maTe room for people to become Tnown.

A large gathering can remain somewhat anonymous, but a 
meal creates diBerent possibilities. Stories are told, Ouestions are 
asTed, children interrupt, food is passed, laughter begins, and 
people slowly become more than faces we recogniDe across a 
room.

'he Church needs those Tinds of spaces.

We need gathered worship where Scripture is taught, Christ is 
proclaimed, prayer is oBered, and God“s people worship toL
gether. We also need relationships where names become stoL
ries, someone notices when we are absent, and another believer 
Tnows enough about our life to recogniDe when something has 
changed.

Christian community reOuires presence.

'hat can be di6cult in a culture where information is easy 
to receive without relationship. We can listen to sermons, 
watch worship, read Christian booTs, study Scripture, and reL
ceive teaching throughout the weeT without becoming deeply 
Tnown by another believer.

'hose resources can be gifts.

'hey cannot become the Church.

A recording cannot notice that our voice sounds diBerent today. 
A podcast cannot asT a second Ouestion when we say we are 
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Jne, and an online message cannot fully replace someone sitting 
beside us when life has become heavy.

'he Christian life needs people.

Hebrews tells believers not to neglect meeting together but to 
encourage one another as the qay draws near. 'hat command 
assumes something simple7 there are times when we need enL
couragement we cannot easily give ourselves.

Some days faith feels strong. 3ther days grief narrows our 
vision, temptation maTes sin looT reasonable, or exhaustion 
maTes the problem in front of us seem larger than everything 
God has promised.

Another believer can help us remember.

'hey can pray when our own words are thin. 'hey can speaT 
truth when fear has become loud, remind us of God“s faithfulL
ness when we are struggling to see beyond today, and help carry 
what has become too heavy to carry alone.

Paul tells the Galatians7

”Rear one another“s burdens, and so fulJll the law of Christ.2

Galatians chapter 8, verse 4.

Some burdens become lighter because another person helps 
carry them. 3thers remain heavy, but we no longer carry them 
alone. Christian community does not reOuire us to have an 
answer for every pain.
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Sometimes love listens.

Sometimes it brings a meal, helps with a practical need, prays 
Ouietly, oBers wise counsel, or stays close when there is nothing 
easy to say. Presence itself can become an expression of the life 
of -esus.

'his is part of what Paul means when he describes the Church 
as a body.

A body contains many parts while remaining one whole. An 
eye does not perform the worT of a hand, and a hand does not 
need to become an eye in order to have value. qiBerent members 
serve diBerent purposes while belonging to the same body.

”So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.2

:omans chapter 54, verse 0.

'hat gives both dignity and humility to Christian community.

We have something to contribute.

And we need what others contribute.

?o person possesses every gift, sees every situation clearly, or 
reaches maturity in every area at the same pace. God gives teachL
ers, encouragers, leaders, servants, givers, people with unusual 
mercy, and many forms of Ouiet faithfulness that may never be 
visible from a platform.

'he Spirit distributes gifts across the body.
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qependence remains part of Christian maturity even here.

'hat can be uncomfortable because it is often easier to help than 
to receive help. Giving allows us to feel strong, while receiving 
may reOuire us to admit that our strength is limited.

Rut the body needs both.

'here will be seasons when we carry someone else and seasons 
when someone else must help carry us. kife together gives room 
for both.

Community also becomes part of our formation.

'he idea of Christian community can sound beautiful until 
actual people are involved. 'he ?ew 'estament Church was 
Jlled with the Holy Spirit, yet Acts and the letters describe 
disagreements, cultural tensions, selJshness, dishonesty, sexual 
sin, favoritism, false teaching, leadership problems, and believL
ers struggling to treat one another faithfully.

SpiritLJlled people were still being formed.

So are we.

:elationships reveal things isolation can hide. We may believe 
we are patient until someone repeatedly tests our patience. We 
may thinT we are humble until another person“s idea is chosen 
instead of ours, and we may imagine ourselves forgiving until 
there is something painful to forgive.

Community brings unJnished places into view.
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'hat can become uncomfortable, but it can also become part 
of how Christ forms us. Another believer may expose pride we 
had not recogniDed, invite us to repent, encourage us toward 
courage, or help us see a situation more clearly.

'his does not mean every di6cult relationship must be preL
served in exactly the same form.

Christian love does not excuse abuse, manipulation, dishonesty, 
or behavior that places people in danger. Scripture calls the 
Church to protect those who are vulnerable, confront sin, pracL
tice discipline when necessary, and hold leaders accountable.

Grace and truth belong together.

Grace does not pretend destructive behavior is harmless.

'ruth does not give us permission for cruelty.

-esus gives us another way.

He tells His disciples7

”A new commandment F give to you, that you love one another7 
zust as F have loved you.2

-ohn chapter 5N, verse NE.

-esus deJnes Christian love by His own life.

He served His disciples when they were still arguing about 
greatness. He washed their feet, corrected them when they were 
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wrong, remained patient when they were slow to understand, 
and gave Himself for people who could never repay Him.

”As F have loved you.2

'hat is a costly standard.

Christian love goes deeper than being pleasant. Ft tells the truth 
without contempt, forgives without pretending sin was insignifL
icant, serves without demanding recognition, and maTes room 
for weaTness without calling destructive behavior healthy.

Sometimes love encourages.

Sometimes it corrects.

Sometimes it bears patiently.

Sometimes it establishes a boundary.

Fn every case, -esus remains the model.

He also says that this love becomes part of the Church“s witness.

”Ry this all people will Tnow that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.2

-ohn chapter 5N, verse N0.

'he world should be able to see something of -esus in the way 
His people treat one another.

'hat does not mean churches become perfect communities.
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'hey do not.

Uvery congregation is made of people still being formed, and 
every pastor, elder, leader, teacher, and volunteer remains a perL
son who needs grace, wisdom, correction, and accountability.

'he health of a church is therefore not measured by whether 
weaTness exists.

A healthier Ouestion is what happens when weaTness is exposed.

Can truth be spoTenY Can sin be confessedY Can people reL
pent and forgiveness be practicedY Can leaders be corrected, the 
vulnerable protected, and grace lead toward greater faithfulness 
rather than becoming an excuse for remaining unchangedY

'hose Ouestions belong beneath one greater truth.

'he Church belongs to -esus.

He said7

”F will build my church.2

Datthew chapter 58, verse 59.

'he Church does not ultimately belong to a pastor, denominaL
tion, tradition, ministry, generation, or personality. -esus is its 
kord.

'hat should humble anyone entrusted with leadership. Ft 
should also free God“s people from treating any human leader 
as though the life of the Church Eows from that person.
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-esus is the Head.

Paul develops this in Uphesians chapter E. Christ gives leaders 
to eOuip His people for ministry so that the body grows toward 
maturity. 'he goal is not to create spectators who remain perL
manently dependent upon a few gifted people.

'he whole body participates.

A healthy church helps people Tnow Scripture, pray, discern, 
serve, use their gifts, love one another, and follow -esus faithfulL
ly. keadership eOuips rather than replaces the ministry of God“s 
people.

1ormation leads toward participation.

Paul describes the body growing as each part does its worT.

Some people teach publicly. 3thers encourage Ouietly, show 
hospitality, give generously, organiDe carefully, pray faithfully, 
lead wisely, serve children, care for the hurting, repair what is 
broTen, or notice people others overlooT.

Duch of the life of the Church will never happen on a stage.

Ft still builds the body.

'he life of -esus moves through ordinary people.

Acts also maTes clear that this shared life cannot turn inward.

'he believers cared deeply for one another, but the Spirit did 
not create a closed community interested only in its own comL
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fort. -esus had promised power so His people could become 
witnesses, and the Church was continually being sent beyond 
itself.

'hey prayed for boldness.

'hey crossed cultural boundaries.

'hey welcomed new believers.

'hey cared for practical needs.

'hey proclaimed the cruciJed and risen Christ.

'he life they shared became part of the life they carried into the 
world.

Christian community therefore gathers and sends.

We gather because we need worship, truth, encouragement, 
correction, prayer, relationship, and the gifts God has placed in 
one another. 'hen we are sent into neighborhoods, worTplaces, 
schools, homes, communities, and nations as witnesses to -esus.

'he Church receives life from Christ and bears witness to 
Christ.

'hose two movements belong together.

kuTe says the early believers had favor with the people and that 
the kord added to their number those who were being saved. 
'heir shared life did not replace proclamation of the gospel, and 
their proclamation did not maTe shared life unnecessary.
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People could hear the good news.

'hey could also see something of what the good news proL
duced.

'hat remains part of the Church“s witness.

A community dominated by contempt will struggle to show the 
love of Christ. A church consumed by competition will struggle 
to reveal His humility, and people unwilling to repent will maTe 
grace di6cult to recogniDe.

Rut something becomes visible when Christians forgive, recL
oncile, share, serve, welcome, protect, endure, and love across 
diBerences that would ordinarily divide people.

?ot perfectly.

Rut genuinely.

'he life of another Tingdom begins to taTe shape among ordiL
nary people.

'his is life together.

'he Spirit who forms individual believers forms a people. 'he 
gifts He gives one person become part of His care for another, 
and burdens that feel private become places where love can be 
shared.

We remind one another where life is found.
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'hat is why isolation cannot become the Jnal shape of ChristL
ian maturity.

'here may be seasons when community is di6cult. Some beL
lievers carry real wounds from churches or Christian leaders, 
and wisdom may reOuire distance from an unhealthy situation. 
'rust should not be demanded where trustworthiness has been 
violated, and forgiveness does not reOuire someone to ignore 
danger or remain under destructive leadership.

Rut the failures of Christian community do not erase God“s 
purpose to form a people.

-esus is still building His Church.

He is still calling His people to love one another.

He is still giving gifts through the Spirit.

And He is still maTing His life visible through imperfect people 
who remain near Him and learn to remain faithful to one anL
other.

'he life -esus gives is personal.

Ft is never meant to remain private.

We receive it from Christ, learn to live it together, and carry it 
into the world as His people.

Get even the healthiest church remains unJnished.
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Relievers still become sicT. Rodies still age and die, faithful comL
munities still experience grief, and every congregation eventuL
ally says goodbye to people it loves. 'he Spirit is present, Christ 
is risen, and new life has truly begun, but death has not yet 
disappeared from creation.

'he Church lives between Christ“s resurrection and the resurL
rection still to come.

'hat means the life we share now always carries hope beyond 
itself.

We worship the risen -esus.

We receive the life of His Spirit.

We bear one another“s burdens.

We proclaim His gospel.

And we wait for the day when everything death has touched will 
Jnally be made new.

3ne horiDon remains.

:esurrection life.

'hat is where the story leads next.



Chapter Twelve

Resurrection Life

Jesus stood outside the tomb of Lazarus and made a promise 
larger than the moment in front of Him.

“I am the resurrection and the life.”

John chapter 11, verse 25.

Then He called a dead man out of the grave.

Lazarus walked out alive, but what happened to him was not yet 
the Snal resurrection jcripture promises. He had been restored 
to mortal life. His body would one day die again, Dust as every 
human body eventually does.

jtill, the sign revealed something no one standing near that 
tomb could yet fully understand.

xeath had met jomeone greater.

Jesus did not merely possess the power to eOtend physical life. 
He claimed authority over death itself. The Rne who called 
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Lazarus from a grave would soon enter a grave of His own, and 
what happened there would change the future of everyone who 
belongs to Him.

The cross came Srst.

Jesus was arrested, condemned, beaten, cruciSed, and buried. 
His body was placed in a tomb, and a stone was rolled across 
the entrance. The disciples who had heard Him speak about 
eternal life and resurrection watched the Rne they believed was 
the 'essiah die.

6or them, death appeared to have won.

Then came the third day.

The women arrived at the tomb and found the stone moved. 
Jesus8 body was gone, and the message they received became the 
foundation of Nhristian hope.

“He is not here, for he has risen.”

'atthew chapter 2&, verse M.

Jesus was alive.

The resurrection was more than His teachings continuing 
through the people who remembered Him. It was more than 
His inPuence surviving after His death. The same Jesus who had 
been cruciSed had been raised from the dead.

The Few Testament places enormous weight upon that fact.
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7aul tells the NorinthiansW

“If Nhrist has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins.”

6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 1-.

Bithout the resurrection, the Nhristian story collapses. If Jesus 
remained dead, then death still holds the Snal authority. The 
cross would not stand as the saving victory jcripture proclaims, 
and every promise of eternal life would eventually end at anoth0
er grave.

7aul therefore makes the announcement clearlyW

“Gut in fact Nhrist has been raised from the dead, the Srstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep.”

6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 2q.

Nhrist has been raised.

7aul calls Him the Srstfruits because the resurrection of Jesus is 
not an isolated victory. In Israel8s harvest, the Srstfruits were the 
beginning of what was still to come. They signaled that more of 
the harvest was on the way.

Jesus8 resurrection therefore tells us something about our fu0
ture.

Those who belong to Nhrist will also be raised.

The Nhristian hope is resurrection.
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That is important because Nhristians sometimes speak about 
eternal life almost entirely in terms of going to heaven when we 
die. jcripture does give us conSdence about being with Nhrist 
after death. 7aul can say that his desire is “to depart and be with 
Nhrist,” and Jesus tells the dying thief, “Today you will be with 
me in paradise.”

Those promises bring real comfort.

Gut the Few Testament looks beyond the intermediate state to 
something greater.

Eesurrection.

Aod8s Snal answer to death is not that His people will forev0
er eOist without bodies. The story began with Aod creating a 
physical world and calling it good. He formed humanity from 
the dust, gave bodily life, and placed people within a creation 
Slled with physical goodness.

jin brought death into that creation.

Eedemption will not Snally surrender the body to death.

Aod will raise it.

7aul addresses this directly in 6irst Norinthians chapter 15 be0
cause some believers in Norinth were 9uestioning the resur0
rection of the dead. His answer begins with the resurrection 
of Jesus and then connects Nhrist8s victory with the future of 
everyone who belongs to Him.

“6or as in 4dam all die, so also in Nhrist shall all be made alive.”
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6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 22.

7aul places 4dam and Nhrist before us.

4dam stands at the beginning of humanity8s history of sin and 
death. Nhrist stands at the beginning of new creation and res0
urrection life. Through 4dam, death entered the human story. 
Through Jesus, resurrection has entered it.

Be still live between those realities.

Nhristians still attend funerals. Be watch bodies age, eOperience 
sickness and inDury, and grieve people whose physical presence 
we deeply miss. 6aith does not re9uire us to pretend death is 
harmless.

jcripture calls death an enemy.

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”

6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 2M.

xeath tears apart what Aod created for life. It separates peo0
ple who love one another and leaves empty places in families, 
friendships, churches, and communities. Jesus Himself stood 
before a tomb and wept.

Nhristian hope does not re9uire smaller grief.

It gives grief a larger horizon.
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7aul writes to believers grieving people they love and tells them 
not to grieve “as others do who have no hope.” He does not say 
they should not grieve. Their sorrow is real because love is real.

Gut grief is no longer hopeless.

Nhrist has been raised.

Those who belong to Him will be raised.

The grave is real, but it is not Snal.

That hope reaches the body itself.

The Norinthians naturally wondered what a resurrected body 
could be like. Godies decay. They weaken through disease and 
age, return to dust, and sometimes die in ways that leave little 
for us to recognize.

7aul points beyond human ability to the power of Aod.

He uses the picture of a seed. Bhat is sown into the earth 
appears small and weak, yet what emerges is transformed in a 
way the seed could never produce for itself.

“jo is it with the resurrection of the dead.”

6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 32.

7aul says the body is sown perishable and raised imperishable. 
It is sown in weakness and raised in power. There is genuine 
continuity with the person Aod created, but there is also trans0
formation appropriate to the life of the age to come.
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Aod does not discard His creation.

He redeems it.

The bodily resurrection of Jesus gives us the clearest picture.

His  tomb was  empty.  The  risen  Jesus  could  be  seen  and 
touched. He spoke with His disciples, invited Thomas to see 
His wounds, and ate food in their presence.

Vet His risen life was also transformed. xeath no longer held 
authority over Him. He had not simply returned to the same 
mortal condition He possessed before the cross.

Jesus rose into resurrection life.

That means our bodies matter to Aod.

How we use our bodies matters. jeOual faithfulness matters, 
care for physical health matters, rest matters, and the way we 
treat other human beings matters. Nhristian hope never gives us 
permission to despise physical life while waiting for something 
more spiritual.

Uvery human body belongs to a life made in Aod8s image.

That should shape the way Aod8s people care for those who 
are weak, sick, aging, poor, overlooked, or otherwise vulnerable. 
The Aod who intends resurrection teaches us to honor embod0
ied human life now.

4t the same time, resurrection keeps physical health from be0
coming ultimate.
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Be can care wisely for our bodies, seek medical treatment, eOer0
cise, rest, protect life, and receive each year with gratitude with0
out believing that health can save us. Fo amount of discipline 
can preserve a mortal body forever.

Rur hope is greater than eOtending the present life indeSnitely.

Rur hope is resurrection through Nhrist.

Eomans chapter & connects that future directly to the jpirit 
who already dwells within believers.

“If the jpirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Nhrist Jesus from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through his jpirit who dwells in you.”

Eomans chapter &, verse 11.

The jpirit within Aod8s people points forward.

Be have been reconciled to Aod. Be have been made alive with 
Nhrist, received the jpirit, and begun eOperiencing eternal life 
in relationship with Him.

Vet our bodies remain mortal.

Nreation still groans.

7aul does not hide that tension. He describes creation as sub0
Dected to futility and waiting to be set free from its bondage to 
corruption. Then he says that believers also groan while waiting 
for “the redemption of our bodies.”
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Eomans chapter &, verse 2D.

Aroaning belongs to the Nhristian life because there are things 
with which we should never make Snal peace.

xisease should make us long for healing. Eiolence should deep0
en our desire for peace, inDustice should awaken hunger for 
righteousness, and the death of someone we love should make 
us long for resurrection.

Be do not have to pretend broken things are whole.

Hope allows us to see the brokenness clearly while knowing that 
Aod has not Snished the story.

This keeps our understanding of life from becoming too small.

If life in Nhrist means only becoming more peaceful, more 
personally fulSlled, or better able to manage today8s responsi0
bilities, we have stopped short of the gospel8s horizon. Jesus is 
doing something far larger than improving our eOperience of 
the present age.

He is making all things new.

His resurrection is the beginning of a renewal that will reach 
beyond individual hearts. Human beings will be raised, creation 
will be liberated from corruption, and the world Aod made will 
be renewed under the reign of Nhrist.

The Snal chapters of jcripture give us a picture of that future.

John sees “a new heaven and a new earth.”
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Eevelation chapter 21, verse 1.

Those words echo Aenesis. The Gible began with the creation of 
the heavens and the earth, and now John sees creation renewed. 
Aod8s saving work does not end with His people escaping the 
world He made.

The Nreator renews His creation.

Then John hears a loud voice from the throneW

“Gehold, the dwelling place of Aod is with man.”

Eevelation chapter 21, verse D.

That is the center of the promise.

Aod with His people.

The relationship humanity was created to enDoy becomes the 
Snal reality of redemption. The alienation introduced through 
sin has been overcome, the work of reconciliation has reached 
its fullness, and nothing remains to separate Aod8s people from 
His presence.

Then comes one of jcripture8s great promisesW

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more.”

Eevelation chapter 21, verse 3.

xeath will be no more.
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John continues by saying there will be no more mourning, cry0
ing, or pain because the former things have passed away. These 
words do not tell us that today8s tears are unimportant or that 
present suFering should be minimized.

Aod does not dismiss the tears.

He wipes them away.

The pain mattered enough for Him to defeat what brought it. 
The curse is removed, death is destroyed, and the brokenness 
that has followed humanity from Uden no longer belongs to the 
world Aod has made new.

Then Eevelation returns us to another image from the begin0
ning.

The tree of life.

Aenesis introduced the tree within the garden before humanity 
sinned. 4fter the fall, access to it was guarded so that fallen 
humanity would not live forever in that condition.

Fow the tree appears again.

John sees “the river of the water of life” Powing from the throne 
of Aod and of the Lamb. Rn either side of the river stands the 
tree of life, and its leaves are described as being “for the healing 
of the nations.”

Then comes the declarationW

“Fo longer will there be anything accursed.”
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Eevelation chapter 22, verse D.

The story has come full circle.

4 garden appeared near the beginning.

4 renewed creation appears at the end.

The tree of life stands in both, but the Snal picture is greater 
than the Srst. jin has entered the story and been Dudged. Nhrist 
has come, died, risen, and redeemed a people from every nation.

xeath cannot enter again.

Then John tells us something even greater.

“They will see his face.”

Eevelation chapter 22, verse 3.

Throughout jcripture, the story of life has kept drawing us 
toward the presence of Aod.

'oses told Israel, “He is your life.” xavid said the path of life 
was found in Aod8s presence, and Jeremiah called the Lord the 
fountain of living waters. Jesus said eternal life is knowing the 
6ather and the jon.

Fow Eevelation gives us the completion.

Aod8s people see His face.

The life we were made for has always been life with Aod.
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Uvery other gift Snds its proper place within that relationship.

This future changes the way we live in the present.

7aul ends his great chapter on resurrection with a commandW

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, al0
ways abounding in the work of the Lord.”

6irst Norinthians chapter 15, verse 5&.

The word therefore connects resurrection with faithfulness.

Gecause Nhrist has been raised and Aod8s people will be raised, 
our labor in the Lord is not in vain. The 9uiet act of service, 
the prayer no one else hears, the years spent caring faithfully for 
another person, and the decision to obey when no one notices 
are not lost.

Eesurrection gives present faithfulness a future.

The disciple who tells the truth when dishonesty would be 
easier is living toward a kingdom that will remain. The believer 
who serves, gives, forgives, loves, and bears witness to Jesus in a 
diGcult place is investing a life in something death cannot erase.

That hope also frees us to loosen our grip on what cannot last.

Be do not need to s9ueeze every possible pleasure from the 
present as though this life were all we will ever receive. Be do 
not have to protect our reputation at every cost, accumulate 
enough possessions to feel permanent, or refuse every sacriSce 
that threatens our comfort.
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Rur future is secure in Nhrist.

Jesus told His disciplesW

“Bhoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will Snd it.”

'atthew chapter 1M, verse 25.

Eesurrection helps us understand why those words are not a call 
toward meaningless loss.

4 life surrendered to Nhrist is never Snally wasted.

Be can give because death does not keep the Snal word. Be can 
serve without re9uiring every act of faithfulness to be rewarded 
immediately. Be can endure suFering without calling suFering 
good, and we can stand beside a grave with tears in our eyes 
while still confessing hope.

Aod raises the dead.

This is resurrection life.

It begins now because Nhrist is alive and His jpirit dwells within 
His people. Be know Aod now, abide in Nhrist now, walk by 
the jpirit now, love one another now, and begin living the life 
of the kingdom while still waiting for its fullness.

Gut resurrection life reaches farther than anything we eOperi0
ence today.
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Rne day mortality will put on immortality. Nreation will be 
released from corruption, the curse will be gone, and the tree 
of life will stand beside the river of life.

4nd Aod8s people will see His face.

Cntil then, we live between Nhrist8s resurrection and our own.

Jesus has risen.

Be will rise.

The Srstfruits have appeared, and the harvest is coming.

That means the life Jesus gives cannot Snally be taken from 
those who belong to Him. Nircumstances can change, posses0
sions can disappear, bodies can weaken, suFering can come, and 
physical death can take the breath Aod Srst gave.

Gut death cannot take Nhrist.

4nd Nhrist is our life.

The Gible began with Aod giving life to His creation. It ends 
with Aod dwelling among a people who will never die again. 
Getween those moments stands Jesus, the Rne through whom 
life was made, the Rne who entered our death, and the Rne who 
rose from the grave.

He gives His jpirit now.

He will raise His people then.
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4nd the life He has begun will reach the fullness Aod intended 
from the beginning.

The 9uestion of life has brought us here.

To Jesus.

He is the resurrection.

He is the life.

4nd because He lives, the life we have received from Him has 
only begun.



Conclusion
To Live Is Christ

Paul wrote one of the shortest descriptions of the Christian life 
from a place most of us would not choose.

He was in prison. His future was uncertain, and he did not 
know whether he would be released or executed. Yet in the 
middle of that uncertainty, Paul wrote a sentence that gathers 
much of what Scripture teaches about life into only a few words.

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Philippians chapter 1, verse 21.

To live is Christ.

Paul was not describing a religious interest added to the rest 
of his life. Jesus had become the center from which he under-
stood everything else. His work, suOering, relationships, mis-
sion, obedience, hope, and even death were now seen through 
Christ.
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Paul did not despise physical life. In the verses that follow, he 
speaks about continuing to live as an opportunity for “fruitful 
labor.” There was still work to do, people to serve, churches to 
strengthen, and a gospel to proclaim.

Gut life was no longer Wnally about Paul.

To live was Christ.

That confession brings us back to the beginning.

Life started as a gift. Gefore humanity accomplished anything, 
jod gave breath. He created a physical world Wlled with liv-
ing creatures and formed men and women in His image. Hu-
man beings received bodies, work, relationships, purpose, and a 
world in which to live.

'e were never the source.

That was true before sin entered the story, and it remains true 
now. Humanity was created to live in dependence upon the 
jod who gives life. 'e were meant to receive His gifts, trust His 
wisdom, live before Him, and enAoy the goodness of what He 
had made.

Then humanity reached for another way.

The serpent suggested that jodEs wisdom could not be trusted 
and that life might be better if human beings determined good 
and evil for themselves. Ddam and &ve reached beyond the 
boundary jod had given, and sin entered the human story.

:eath came with it.
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Their hearts continued beating, but their relationship with jod 
was fractured. Shame replaced openness, fear entered the pres-
ence of jod, blame damaged human relationships, and even-
tually the people formed from dust returned to it.

The search for life did not end.

It simply moved.

Human beings began looking for identity, security, meaning, 
satisfaction, and permanence in places that could never become 
their source. 'e still know that search.

'e want love that will hold.

'e want security that cannot disappear.

'e want our work to mean something and our lives to count for 
something.

'e want Aoy that can survive disappointment.

Dnd somewhere beneath so much of what we do, we do not 
want death to win.

Scripture does not mock those longings.

It shows us where to bring them.

jod called Israel to choose life and then gave the reason4 “For he 
is your life.” The Psalms spoke of the path of life in jodEs pres-
ence and called Him the fountain of life. 'isdom taught that 
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jodEs ways lead toward life because the Creator understands the 
world He made.

Still, the human heart wandered.

Israel had jodEs commands and repeatedly chose other gods, 
other sources of security, and other ways of ordering life. The 
prophets called the people to return, but they also began an-
nouncing that jod would do something His people could not 
accomplish for themselves.

He would forgive.

He would write His law upon their hearts.

He would give them a new heart.

Dnd He would put His Spirit within them.

The story was moving toward life that only jod could give.

Then Jesus came.

John reached back to the beginning and wrote, “In him was 
life.” The Nne through whom creation came into existence 
entered the creation He had made. He did not merely bring 
another teaching about life.

Life was in Him.

Jesus called Himself the bread of life. He oOered living water 
to the thirsty, promised abundant life as the jood Shepherd, 
stood beside a grave and declared Himself the resurrection and 
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the life, and told His disciples that He was the way, the truth, 
and the life.

Then He deWned eternal life in deeply relational terms.

“Dnd this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true jod, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

John chapter 10, verse 7.

The life humanity had been searching for was found in relation-
ship with jod through the Son.

Gut that relationship could not be restored by ignoring the sin 
that had broken it.

Jesus went to the cross.

He gave Himself for us, bore our sin, and made reconciliation 
with jod possible. The Nne who is Life entered death.

Then He rose.

The tomb was empty, and death had encountered a power 
greater than its own. Jesus did not simply return as a memo-
ry kept alive by His followers. The cruciWed Christ was raised 
bodily and would never die again.

The resurrection changes the meaning of life.

It means forgiveness rests upon the Wnished work of a living 
Savior.
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It means eternal life is more than a hope we invent because we 
are afraid of death.

It means the Nne who promises resurrection has already passed 
through the grave Himself.

Dnd it means the Christian life is relationship with Someone 
who is alive.

Paul knew that reality.

“I have been cruciWed with Christ,” he wrote. “It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me.”

jalatians chapter 2, verse 2M.

This is where the gospel becomes deeply personal.

Through Christ, jod does more than cancel a record of sin. He 
reconciles us to Himself, makes us alive with Christ, brings us 
into new creation, and gives us His Spirit.

The Christian life begins with receiving.

'e receive grace.

'e receive forgiveness.

'e receive Christ.

'e receive the Spirit.

Then we learn to live from what jod has given.
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That does not make disciples passive. Paul prayed, worked, 
served, sacriWced, endured, obeyed, preached, traveled, correct-
ed, encouraged, and gave his life to the mission Jesus entrusted 
to him.

Gut Paul knew the diOerence between faithful eOort and be-
coming his own source.

jod was at work within him.

That is why the words “to live is Christ” are so powerful. Paul 
could work hard because his work did not have to become his 
life. He could suOer because comfort did not have to become his 
life. He could lose approval because reputation did not have to 
become his life.

Christ was his life.

The same freedom is oOered to us.

'ork can be good without becoming the source of our worth. 
9oney can provide without becoming the foundation of our 
security, and relationships can bring extraordinary Aoy without 
being asked to carry what only jod can carry.

Created gifts can become gifts again.

'e can hold them with gratitude instead of demanding that 
they save us.

This does not make the things of ordinary life less important. It 
lets us love them properly.
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'e can work faithfully because work is stewardship rather than 
identity. 'e can love people deeply because they no longer have 
to prove that we are worthy of love. 'e can enAoy what jod 
provides because we know every gift remains temporary while 
the jiver remains faithful.

'e can also endure seasons when those gifts change.

There will be days when life feels full and beautiful. There will 
be other days when prayer is diRcult, plans unravel, relation-
ships become painful, health changes, or the future remains 
unclear.

Christ does not change with the season.

He remains the vine.

So we abide.

Jesus told His disciples, “Dbide in me, and I in you.” The branch 
does not produce life by trying harder to become alive. It re-
mains connected to the vine and receives what it cannot create 
for itself.

That dependence continues throughout the Christian life.

'e listen to Scripture because we need His truth. 'e pray be-
cause we need His presence and wisdom. 'e obey because we 
trust His leadership, confess because we still need grace, and 
surrender because we are not sovereign over the life we have 
received.

Dnd when we wander, we return.
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Uot because wandering is insigniWcant, but because Jesus re-
mains faithful.

The Spirit makes this life possible.

Jesus did not leave His followers alone with memories and com-
mands. He promised the Helper, the Spirit of truth, and told 
His disciples that the Spirit would be with them and in them.

Dt Pentecost, jod poured out His Spirit.

The frightened disciples became witnesses. The gospel crossed 
boundaries, churches were formed, gifts were given, lives were 
changed, and ordinary people were empowered to carry the 
name of Jesus.

That same Spirit continues forming the people of Christ.

He produces love where selWshness once ruled.

He forms patience where anger once moved ?uickly.

He gives courage for witness.

He brings conviction when sin needs to be confronted.

He helps us in weakness and reminds us that we belong to the 
Father.

Life in Christ is life in the Spirit.

Dnd that life was never meant to remain private.

Jesus forms a people.
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The Church gathers around the risen Christ, receives His 'ord, 
worships, prays, breaks bread, carries burdens, practices gen-
erosity, speaks truth, extends forgiveness, serves, and bears wit-
ness.

'e need one another because none of us was meant to follow 
Jesus alone. jod gives gifts across His body so that what He 
places in one personEs life can become grace for another.

Then He sends that people outward.

The life we receive becomes love we can give.

jrace received becomes grace extended.

Truth received becomes truth spoken.

Hope received becomes hope carried into places where despair 
has settled.

'e do not need a platform for that.

'e need faithfulness.

The life of Jesus can become visible at a dinner table, in a work-
place, beside a hospital bed, while raising children, through 
generosity no one sees, in a conversation where forgiveness is 
chosen, or when someone ?uietly tells another person why they 
still have hope.

To live is Christ in all of it.

Dnd still, something greater is coming.
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Paul could say “to die is gain” because death could no longer 
separate him from the Christ who had become his life. Yet 
Christian hope reaches even beyond being with Jesus after 
death.

'e await resurrection.

The Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to our 
mortal bodies. 'hat is perishable will be raised imperishable, 
death will be destroyed, and creation itself will be freed from 
corruption.

Develation brings us back to where the Gible began.

The river of the water of life Eows from the throne of jod and 
of the Lamb. The tree of life appears again, the curse is gone, 
and jodEs people see His face.

:eath is no more.

The story that began with jod giving life ends with jod 
dwelling forever among people who will never lose it again.

That is our future.

Gut we are still here.

There is still work in front of us. There are people to love, de-
cisions to make, sins to resist, burdens to carry, gifts to steward, 
prayers to pray, neighbors to serve, and opportunities to bear 
witness to Jesus.
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'e do not have to wait for resurrection to begin living the life 
of Christ.

&ternal life has already begun.

'e know Him now.

'e belong to Him now.

His Spirit is within us now.

Dnd so PaulEs confession can become ours.

“For to me to live is Christ.”

That does not mean every day will feel extraordinary. 9uch 
of faithful life will remain wonderfully ordinary. 'e will wake 
up, make breakfast, go to work, care for people, solve problems, 
worship, rest, laugh, grieve, serve, forgive, fail, repent, and begin 
again.

The diOerence is the source from which that life is lived.

'e no longer have to wake up asking created things to make us 
whole.

'e can wake up belonging to Jesus.

'e do not have to prove that our lives have value.

'e can receive the dignity, identity, grace, and calling jod has 
already given.

'e do not have to create spiritual life through our own strength.
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'e can remain in Christ, walk by the Spirit, and respond faith-
fully to what jod places before us.

Dnd we do not have to fear that death will eventually erase 
everything jod has begun.

Christ is risen.

The life He gives is moving toward resurrection.

Perhaps that brings us back to the ?uestion with which this 
Aourney began.

'hat is lifeF

Scripture has given us a larger answer than simply breathing, 
surviving, succeeding, experiencing pleasure, or extending our 
years. Physical life is jodEs good gift, but humanity was created 
for relationship with the jod who gives it.

Sin fractured that relationship.

jod moved toward us.

Jesus came.

He gave Himself on the cross and rose from the dead.

Through Him we are forgiven, reconciled, and made alive.

His Spirit dwells within His people.

'e abide in Him, walk with Him, love one another, bear wit-
ness, and wait for resurrection.
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Dt the beginning of JohnEs jospel, Scripture gave us the words 
that have followed us throughout this story4

“In him was life.”

That is still the answer.

Life is not something we Wnally achieve by arranging enough 
things correctly around us.

Life is received from jod.

Life is found in Jesus.

Dnd for the person who belongs to Him, every ordinary day 
can now be lived from that reality while every future day rests 
beneath His promise.

Jesus is Life.

'e can receive Him.

'e can remain in Him.

'e can walk by His Spirit and give ourselves faithfully to the life 
He has placed before us.

Dnd when our Wnal breath comes, we can trust the Nne who has 
already walked through death and come out the other side.

He is alive.

He is our life.
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Dnd He is not Wnished.

So while breath remains, may PaulEs confession become ours.

For to live is Christ.


